
As we conclude the first term of the school year , the number and quality 
of activities and performances on display at Greenside High School is truly 
remarkable. 

From the incredible dance festival held on the 28 February 2019,  the 
stunning recent swimming results;  the impressive Valentines fund raising 
program and academic achievements, the learners and staff at Greenside 
High School have always tried their best to ensure that Greenside remains 
the "Best of Joburg".

Results, impressive as they may be, however, are not all that we strive for 
at Greenside High School. 
At Greenside High School, it is all about nurturing individuality.

We take a look at this terms events and important dates to diarise for 
term 2.
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“How beautifully leaves grow old. How full of light 
and color are their last days.”
                                             – John Burrows

The first term of 2019 has 
come to an end.
The principal together with 
her staff and management 
would like to extend their 
sincerest wishes to all parents 
and students for the upcoming 
school holidays.

                  Introduction

                      
                    "Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower. " - Albert Camus

                   Introduction                                                     2019 Blood Drive

Greenside High School hosted a blood drive recently. We are quite 
impressed with the number of learners who donated blood. Thank 
you very much to the donors and staff for supporting this community 
service. 

“Someone’s blood saved my life and made my mom smile – was 
that you?” –  A 5 yr old Kid
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Public Speaking

Dance Festival 2019: Participants

The first term is always dedicated to the competition run by the SA 
Guild of Speech and Drama teachers. The Juniors were asked to speak 
on a topic inspired by the title of a youth/children’s novel, and the 
Seniors worked with memes. 

We started preparing for this competition last year, choosing our 
topics and trying to finalise the teams.  Despite this, we started the 
year still writing and practising furiously.  We met as a group once 
a week with learners and teachers interacting, sharing ideas, and 
critiquing each other’s speeches. 

We entered teams only into the non-competitive section of the 
competition this year.  

All went well, all our speakers managing to acquit themselves with 
some skill and to win commendation from the adjudicators.

My thanks go to Ms Groombridge - ably assisted by our enthusiastic 
student teacher, Ms Kelsey Simon - who guided, coached, cheered and 
supported our speakers.

                      
                           “Dance is the hidden language of the soul.” - Martha Graham
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    Farewells

MS MICHELLE BEUKES

This is an edited version of the speech delivered in the staffroom:

When I interviewed Michelle, and recognised her quality and considered how much I wanted her 
in the English department, I was wary: I asked her about her previous experience in The Emirates. 
‘No, no,’ she reassured me – those were her “salad days when [she] was green in judgement”, and 
she would never return there. My memory is that she stood to attention, hand on heart, eyes raised 
respectfully to heaven.

Michelle, “Strong reasons make strong actions” and your reasons are that “Things won are done” 
and you have achieved so much here at Greenside, including resurrecting the debating society, 
charity drives, and being an extremely effective and respected Grade Head. But “joy’s soul lies in 
the doing” so you must embrace new challenges; your ‘little candle’ that has thrown ‘his beams’ 
so inspiringly on us has to throw them ever further – even as far as the glittering deserts of The 
Emirates. When I interviewed you – in that now famous interview  neither of us remembered that, 
sorry. “We know what we are but know not what we may be”. May you be the Mightiest Mich you 
could ever dream of.

But I ask you to 

Remember us when you have gone away
Gone far away into the arid land
When you can no more hold us by the hand,
And you half turn to go yet turning stay. 
Remember Alex when no more day by day. 
You tell her of the future that you planned for your grade
Only remember us

because, assuredly, Michelle, we shall remember you.

Ms Janet Unterslak

                      
 "You can't have a better tomorrow if you 
are thinking about yesterday all the time."                                                                                                          
- Charles Kettering

      
" When autumn darkness falls, what we will remember are 
the small acts of kindness: a cake, a hug, an invitation to 
talk, and every single rose. These are all expressions of a 
nation coming together and caring about its people."  Jens 
Stoltenberg
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    Farewells

                                  MR CHRIS VLAVIANOS

It was clear to all of us that Chris Vlavianos is a gifted teacher, 
and so we are very sad to have to say goodbye to someone who 
has become such an important part of Greenside.

Not only did he hold his own in the English department, 
winning respect from learners and colleagues alike, but he 
contributed in a variety of other ways – most memorably 
through music, such as the choir and the review.

Chris decided that he wanted to explore other opportunities 
and experience the world outside the classroom. Fortuitously 
for him, he heard about a post at Greenpeace in Randburg.  
He is required to read extensively online and in print, keeping 
abreast of current events, and preparing articles, comments 
and opinion pieces on behalf of Greenpeace.

We wish him an exciting and invigorating work environment, 
and lots of challenges to inspire him and stretch his writing 
skills.

"My favourite season is autumn, and I love walking through 
woods." -  Lucy Davis
                                                                  

English Olympiad
Each year, thousands of candidates enter the English Olympiad, a national English competition 
which aims to enrich learners through the study of English and to encourage critical thinking and 
creative writing. Learners are invited to explore the English language and its literature beyond the 
scope of the school syllabus.

Candidates are required to prepare for a three-hour open-book examination. Learners in Grades 10, 
11 and 12 are eligible to enter. The examination was written in March, after many discussion sessions 
during the previous two months.

The theme for this year’s Olympiad was “A Twist in the Tale” with an anthology of ten short 
stories.  We examined the traditional features of stories (theme, character, narrative perspective, 
characterisation, mood, atmosphere, conflict, structure, etc), and also focused on punctuation – it is 
often easier to see how a punctuation mark contributes to the impact of a text than to explain this 
articulately, we discovered!

The Olympiad aims to stretch learners: they are asked to read beyond the syllabus, enter into 
heated debate with other learners, and experience creative activities around different texts. It is a 
most rewarding experience.

I thank Ms Groombridge for sharing the discussion sessions, and bringing a fresh perspective to the 
stories.

Ms J Unterslak
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                                Highlights : House Meetings
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                                          Advertisement
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                                  Review: Battle of the DJ's

As far as school events go, Battle of the Dj's held at Greenside High 
School on the 15 February 2019 was one unforgettable night.  

From the vibrant streaks of lights to the booming sounds from the dj 
booth, the entire night was a blast. The dancefloor was filled with a 
mass of excited students ready to move to the music. Even our very 
own Deputy Principal,Mr.C.Strauss was enjoying himself as he engaged 
with the learners and danced along. 

There was no dull moment the entire night because music filled the 
room and learners could not stop moving to the groove. From 90s 
throwbacks to recent hit songs mixed by the school  Dj’s,it’s certain 
that learners  thrive in more than one aspect.As a school I believe 
this event allowed us to remember that sometimes we need to let 
loose,have a break and cherish the seeds to a stronger foundation.

Seeing the school come together and just overall let loose as a 
community was quite a memorable moment. Getting to see everyone 
busting their moves on the floor and hearing learners cheer on the 
schools Traditional Dancers,Kwaito steppers and the Hip-Hop dance 
crew "The Unknown" as they performed during intervals was quite 
enticing. A highlight of the evening is seeing Mrs.A.Hicks smile and 
tears of joy when her Grade 12 Senior Leaders acknowledged her 
efforts for the evening and her time as a phenomenal Grade Head.

However,the night could not have been such a success if it was not 
only for the sound crew but the Dj's who are attend Greenside. They 
brought their talent, energy and gave it their all on stage. Learners 
left in such excitement but got to remember the night with amazing 
company,great food and pictures taken in the photo booth to go along 
with them.A success would be an understatement for what the night 
was and learners can't wait to see what other events Greenside has to 
offer to them.

“Individuality through community” the motto of our school was 
evident on the Friday evening as we saw a diverse spectrum of learners 
and people coming together to acknowledge and celebrate the skills 
of those who are often undermined. The night gave the school Dj’s 
a platform to be recognized for something they love but also an 
opportunity to grow as individuals. In many instances educators say 
learning also takes place outside a class.

I can assure you that Battle of the Dj’s taught the school and 
community the true meaning of Ubuntu.

Gomolemo Khaas
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              Important dates to diarise

3 April : Grade 8 and 9 Parents' Evening

4 April : Grade 12 Parents' and Information
              Evening

8 April: Grade 10 and 11 Parents' Evening

13 April: Open Day

Art Classes
 by renowned artist and experienced teacher

Amanda Ellis
B.A. (Art), B.A. Fine Art, Advanced Diploma in Fine 
Art, Higher Diploma in Education P.G. Secondary 
(U.C.T)
All Welcome : Contact  072 179 6574
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                                     SPORT: TERM 1 2019

On the second weekend of February 2019 the 46th annual Aquellé Midmar Mile was held at the 
Midmar dam. This event is the largest open water swim in the world and Greenside High School is 
very proud of all it’s learners and staff members who participated. 

Ms Nhleko and Ms Harris accompanied 3 learners to the event and 3 more learners went down 
with their parents. All the learners and Ms Harris completed their swims in under 40 minutes, with 
a speacial mention to Ziyaad and Yumna Kharva who completed their individual events in 24- and 
28 minutes respectively. Ziyaad (grade 9) and Yumna (grade 11), also swam in a team event with 
their father and other siblings the previous day. 

Well done to all involved in this prestigious event and we look forward to hearing more great 
things from our open water swimmers in October for the Sun City Dischem swim. 

                                            Swimming

                                     Swimming: Midmar Mile

                                   Boys' Rugby Team
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                                     SPORT: TERM 1 2019

                                     SWIMMING: MIDMAR MILE                                   Boys' Rugby Team

                                     SWIMMING: MIDMAR MILE                                   Girls' Rugby Team

            
" I don’t believe in magic. I believe in hard work." 
                                                            – Richie McCaw
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                                     SPORT: TERM 1 2019

                                              GIRLS
 First Team: 
 Lost 7-0 against Parktown Girls
 Lost 2- 0 against against Crawford Sandton
 Second Team:
 Lost 2- 0 against Crawford Sandton
                                              BOYS
 First Team:
 Won 5- 0 against Crawford Sandton (Friendly)
 Won 7- 1 against Reddam House Waterfall
 Junior Team:
 Won 2- 1 against Reddam House Waterfall

                                        Basketball Results

                                       Touch Rugby Results

                                   GIRLS-U19:
 Lost 27- 30 against McAuley House
 Won 41- 8 against Blue Hills
 Won 24- 14 against Bishop Bavin
 Won 17- 12 against Norkem Park
 Won 32- 3 against Deutsche Internationale Schule
 Greenside 11- 3 against Sacred Heart (Game         
rained out: to be rescheduled)
                                 BOYS- U19:
 Won against Highlands North Boys (Default win 
due to no identity documents presented by opponent)
 Lost 20- 23 against Deutsche Internationale Schule
 Greenside High against Bishop Bavin (Rematch 
scheduled)
 Won 38- 16 against Blue Hills



PAGE 12Term 1: 2019 Newsletter

                                     SPORT: TERM 1 2019

                                      Girls' Basketball Team

                                       Squash Results
Squash girls won against St Martins on Friday the 1st of March 
 

                                       Tennis Results

                                  Boys A team:

25 January  Against Northcliff High School. Lost 56 - 43

1 February. Against De La Salle.    Lost 49 - 36

8 February. Against Allen Glen. Lost 54 - 45

                            Boys B team:

23 January.     Against Pecanwood.   Rescheduled
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                                     SPORT: TERM 1 2019

                                       Cricket Results

                      OPEN BOYS

• Lost against KES
• Won against Roosevelt High School

                          U14 BOYS

• Lost against KES
• Won against Roosevelt High School

                          U15 BOYS
• Won against KES
• Won against Mondeor High School
• Lost against Roosevelt High School

                                     Sporting Highlights
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