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PAGE 2Pro Merito
Dear Parents, Students, and Staff    

On Wednesday, February 3, we held the first prestigious event of the year; our Academic 
and Service Awards.

Students and parents awaiting the commencement of the ceremony

Congratulations to all of the award winners!

Keane Govender entertains the audience.
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Service to the School (Merit Certificate)

Cleo Bingle
Eriyab Kasumba

Muhammed Khan
Belinda Mabena

Joseph Mothapo
Michelle Nkiwane

Jaymeen Patel
Cheyanne Pillay

Service to the School (Certificate)

Fatima Booley
Moturayo Adeleke
Laken Abrahams,

Musheera Kai 

Kimberly Elsie Masanzu
Layla Mayet

Thandeka Rachel Moyo
Harshan Pillay

Academic Merit Award

Saadiqah Bhyat
Cassandra Drakatos
Naseeha Jeewa
Mathew Jordan

Kimberly Elsie Masanzu
Teboho Mohai

Kemiso Mohlakwane
Michelle Nkiwane

Dante Rae
Lamees Sayed
Daiyaan Small

From left to right:  Carlin Xander Le Roux, Makgoana Stanley Leputu, Gomolemo 
Khaas, Malaika Kekane
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From left to right:  Cleo Bingle, Moturayo Adeleke, Laken Abrahams, Zahraa Abraham

From left to right:  Muhammed Theba, Aashiana Ajith Ramphal, Keshav Ramdarie, 
Harshan Pillay
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Academic Scholarship Award

Fatima Booley
Megan Chhiba
Dante Rae
Aaliah Essop

Above from left to right: Layla Mayet, Ammarah Khan, Tasmiyah Hassen,  Aisha Hamiid

Salmaan Suliman
Daniella Vandayar

Above from left to right: Chase Steyn, Lamees Sayed, Jesuferanmi Ewaoluwa Olorundare, Thandeka Rachel Moyo
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LAKEN ABRAHAMS

Pro-Merito Award For Grade 8 2015

It is a pre-requisite of the Pro-Merito award that learners would have participated in culture and 
sport and achieve an excellent final result academically. 

In 2015, we had many learners who excelled in various fields. They showed us that Greenside 
is indeed a space where learners are allowed to participate, have fun and excel.  This gives 

our learners a sense of accomplishment and a better understanding of their self-worth, and 
encourages them to aim higher.

Our Pro Merito learner for Grade 8 of 2015 is a young lady who is known for her dedication 
and self-motivation. She is well loved and admired by her peers and teachers. She obtained eight 

distinctions at the end of Grade 8 with an average of 81%. She played Touch Rugby and was 
chosen to play in the first team for Greenside High. In the cultural arena, she took part in the Art 

Club and formed part of the Pro-Neutro hip hop dance crew. 

It was our pleasure to award Laken Abrahams the Pro-Merito trophy for Grade 8 of 2015.
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Service to the School Certificates

Farhaan Amod
Alfred Busakwe
Hamzah Jawaid

Rumbidzai Munyanyi

Half Colours for Service to School

Above from left to right: Joshua Trace, Hamad Raja, Tinotenda Mudzingwa, Caleb Mdiza, Kirstin Johnson, 
Philip Ginster, Leilah Bhyat

Academic Merit Awards

Uthmaan Yoro Badat
Salmaan Banoo

Hannah Ruth Branken
Kiara Caitlin Gabriel

Yusuf Ganchi

Taylor Govender
Talia Haffejee

Mishkah Hardien
Ahmed Hathurani

Tumi Jourdan
Muhammed Laher

Sonali Lalla
Merilise Msimanga
Zayaan Mahomed

Lesley Leandra Muvirimi
Shyam Naidoo

Stevens Jnr Ndawonde
Arushin Padayachee
Kiara Tashnee Paul

Khathutshelo Ramavhanda
Aqeelah Sharmar

Lethabo Kiyane
Stevens Jnr Ndawande

Shyam Naidoo

Arushin Padayachee
(In his absence)
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Above from left to right: Raeesa Harypursat, 
Sadiyyah Docrat, Leilah Bhyat, Farhaan Amod

Above from left to right: Anathi Liwani, Lethabo Kiyane, 
Kirsten Johnson, Hamzah Jawaid

Rufaro Kuzoraunye
Grace Mashigo

Tinotenda Mudzingwa
Tyra Phiri

Joshua Trace

Left: Joachim 
Marthinus 
Grobbelaar 
joined Greenside 
High in January 
2016 from Maru-
a-Pula School 
in Gaborone, 
Botswana. Based 
on his excellent 
academic record 
Joachim has been 
awarded with  
Half Colours for 
Academics.

Academic Scholarship Award

Hannah Ruth Branken (Right)
Halim Jasmine
Philip Ginster

Academic Half Colours
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KIRSTIN JOHNSON

Pro-Merito Award For Grade 9 2015

In 2015, Kirstin formed part of the cast of Waiting For Godot which Greenside High School took 
to the RAPS, EADS and FEDA one act play competitions. Kirstin achieved the award for the best 

actor at EADS. 
Kirstin also participated in the Greenside High School Plays Festival and in public speaking during 

this year.
His work speaks of maturity and great talent. 

Kirstin has been a participant in Robotics during the last two years.  He played an active role 
in the Light Green Cerebellum team that qualified for the First Lego League African Open 

Championship that was held in Johannesburg in May 2015. At this competition, our learners 
competed against 40 international teams.

Kirstin participated in all five games for Junior Chess in his first term, winning six out of ten 
matches. He also won all his matches when he moved to the senior league in the second term. 

He was an exemplary member of the Representative Council of Learners.
In his academics, throughout the year, he was placed in the top ten having an average of more 

than 80% in terms 1, 2, 3, with a final average of 83%. 
It is a great pleasure to award Kirstin Johnson the Pro Merito Award.
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Service to the School Certificates

Gracious Chikusa
Kimberly Ngwenya

Half Colours for Service to the School

Above from left to right: Katiso Tsotetsi, Nthabiseng Mmatli, Solomuzi Cindi

Above from left to right: Keane Govender, Kim Forbay, Dario 
Drakatos,  Abigail Nkosi Christmas

Full Colours for Service to the School

Above from left to right: Ntokozo Simelane, Zintle Maseko, 
Minenhle Manana, Rhea-Vera Hicks
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Above from left to right: Hloni Xaba, Tiague Simons

Academic Merit Award

Azraa Bham
Sean Fletcher

Raees Randeree
Katiso Tsotetsi

Scholarship for Academic Achievement

Wasila Hassan (Below)

Busisiwe Msikisi
(in her absence)
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Academic Scholarship and Full Colours

Ayesha Davids
(In her absence)

Above from left to right: Queten Harris, Keane Govender, Kim Forbay

Above from left to right: Reece Peters, Reabetswe Khumo Mogopudi, Nathan Hsu, Rhea-
Vera Hicks

Matthew Moodliar 
(in his absence)
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KIM FORBAY

Pro-Merito Award For Grade 10 2015

In Grade 10, a young lady excelled on the cultural stage, in academics and in sport, bringing great 
pride to Greenside High School. 

Academically, Kim Forbay placed in the top five of the grade throughout the year. She achieved 
an exemplary cumulative average of 83% at the end of 2015 and achieved six distinctions out of 

seven subjects.

Kim participated in athletics and, even though only in Grade 10, was appointed as the captain of 
the team. She also participated in cross country.

Kim has a flair for the dramatic, and, therefore, was involved in the RAPS/EADS/FEDA plays where 
she performed the leading role in Ruined and received the trophy for Best Actress. In the Plays 
Festival, she took on the leading role in Talk to me like the rain and let me listen, and a supporting 

role in the play,  The Apple. She participated in the Eisteddfod, competed in the POP poetry 
challenge, and attended a drama conference; in recognition, she achieved a re-award of Junior Full 

Colours.

She is co-operative and friendly. She is a learner who is very mature, and responsible. She 
executes all tasks with ease and efficiency, which explains why she received top honours for 

Service to the School. 
We applaud this excellent student for her achievement of this prestigious award.
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Service to the School Certificates

Above from left to right: Khotso Langa,  Austin le Roux, Ben Clatworthy, Lourenco Afonso

Half Colours for Service to the School

Above: Miriam Mayet
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Full Colours for Service to the School

Above from left to right: Ryan Makoni, 

Re-Award of Full Colours for Service to the School

Above from left to right:  Asher Pardey, Palesa Kubheka, Taariq Hassim, Carl Ginster, 
Mahir Ambelal
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Academic Merit Award

Above from left to right:  Michael Mahlangu, Maahir Kauchali, Saieshan Dadi, 
Tadiwa Chaikobo

Above from left to right:  Romaan Theba, Muhammed Irshaad Mayet, Azrah 
Mahomed, Sumaya Mamdoo, Thabile Mahlangu
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Academic Merit Award

Above from left to right:  Nonso Ezinwanne, Charlote Dera

Above from left to right: Taariq Hassim, Carl Ginster, 
Mahdiyyah Areff,  Mahir Ambelal

Above from left to right: Tania Pogue, Asher Pardey, 
Lindiwe Mponda, Palesa Kubheka

Full Colours for Academics

Helen Niehaus (in her absence)



PAGE 18

TAARIQ HASSIM and MAHIR AMBELAL

Pro-Merito Award For Grade 11 2015

I had the unenviable task (and a sense of déjà vu) of trying to decide between two young men for our Pro Merito 
Award for Grade 11 2015.

I asked Taariq and Mahir  to email me their list of achievements for 2015. True to their natures, one sent me a long, 
beautifully-worded account of his Grade 11 year. The other sent me the short and sweet, to the point, fact-by-fact 
account. I have never met two young men who are so similar but so different as well. Deciding between the two 

was a daunting task.  I had the following facts to look at:
Cultural contribution: 

Both young men were awarded full colours for UN Debating in 2015. I asked Mrs Unterslak if she could rank the 
boys and the result was – a TIE.

Sporting Contribution:
On the sports field, both young men achieved Senior Half Colours for Cricket and Squash. Mahir also participated 

in Chess and was awarded Senior Half Colours for Chess.
Service to the School:

Both young men achieved a re-award of Full Colours for Service to the School this evening. Taariq attained 785 
Merits and Mahir 690 merits.

Academics:
Mahir Ambelal participated in the Mathematics Olympiad where he made it through to the second round, in the 

Physical Science Olympiad, and in the English Olympiad where he achieved a silver certificate.
Mahir does eight subjects. He placed second in the grade in term 2, 3 and 4. Mahir achieved an average of 89% for 

the year.
Taariq Hassim participated in the Mathematics Olympiad,and Life Sciences Olympiad, where he placed in the top 

100 for Southern Africa and the English Olympiad, where he achieved a silver certificate.
Taariq does ten subjects. He placed first in the grade in all four terms. Taariq achieved an average of 91% for the 

year. 
There is a quote by Jesse Owens that immediately makes me think of Mahir and Taariq.

“We all have dreams. But in order to make dreams become a reality it takes an awful lot of determination, 
dedication, self-discipline and effort.”

Gentlemen - all your determination, dedication, self-discipline and effort have paid off. It gives me great pleasure to 
award the Pro Merito Award for Grade 11 to Mahir Ambelal and Taariq Hassim.

Ms Barendse - Grade 12 Head
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4 DISTINCTIONS

OUTSTANDING 2015
MATRICULATION RESULTS

Mehdi Khorasani
Mehdi Khorasani joined Greenside in the middle of his Grade 8 year.  He came from Iran.  He could not speak 
English.  His father assured me that day that he is a fast learner.  I was still a little sceptical as it is really hard to 

learn a new language at that age.  I remember Mrs Unterslak walking with Mehdi outside, pointing and saying ‘tree’, 
‘flower’, ‘grass’. This is how Mehdi learned the language.  From the very basics.  It did not take him long to adapt.  

His average has been above 75 % since his Grade 9 year.  He also took part in swimming, soccer, squash and cross 
country.  

Mehdi was chosen to be a Senior Leader in Grade 12 and was head of the Social Committee.  His English clearly 
improved over the four years!  Considering his background and language barrier, we feel that Mehdi performed 

absolutely outstandingly.  He has been accepted to study Biomedical Engineering at Wits.
We are very proud of this young man.  

His marks were as follows:

English: 69
Life Orientation: 81

Mathematics: 81
Physical Sciences: 81

Life Sciences: 78
Information Technology: 78

Accounting:90
Average: 80

Mehdi, you bring the quote from Stephen Hawkings to life: “Intelligence is the ability to adapt to change.”  

Nina Clark
Tameem Hassem
Maia Lehr-Sacks

Abraham Lincoln said: “If I had nine hours to chop down a tree, I’d spend the first six sharpening my axe.” 

Nina Clark

Nina Clark is a young lady who surprised us all: although her excellent results were predicted by many, she really 
did raise the bar to another level.  Nina attended Greenside Primary and, fortunately for us, made her way to 

Greenside High.  It is here where she grew into the intelligent, smart young woman she is today. Her hard work 
and dedication finally did pay off. 

Nina was in my Accounting class in Grade 10 and 11, and I soon realised that she had a very strong aptitude for 
this subject.  I always pictured her in the corporate world, running a successful multinational organisation. Nina is 

going to study towards a Bachelor of Accounting Science at Wits. 

 If her endurance at school level is anything to go by, her future is set to be extraordinary.  

5 DISTINCTIONS



Her marks were as follows:
English: 70

Afrikaans: 83
Mathematics: 77
Geography: 84
Accounting: 96

Life Orientation: 80
Life Sciences: 83 

Average :  82

Nina, I want you to remember the words by Mike Chiesa: “Odds and rankings don’t matter.  This is the theory of 
fighting and not math. I just believe in myself and go out and do it. “

Tameem Hassem

Tameem Hassem is a very special learner with a very strong mind and spirit. Tameem is the learner who broke his 
leg two days before the final matric exam started.  He had to undergo surgery one day prior to his first exam.  But 
Tameem was not stopped by this.  He would not let his Bounce accident stop him.  He wrote his exams between 

hospital and home, and still received outstanding results.
English: 78

Afrikaans: 72
Physical Sciences: 80

Mathematics: 87
Life Orientation: 80

Life Sciences: 84
EGD: 87

Average : 81
 

Tameem, I am still not over the fact that you missed your distinction for Afrikaans.  At least now no one can say 
your invigilator, who happened to be me, assisted you in any way, shape or form.  

Tameem attended Emmarentia Primary. Some of his highlights here at Greenside are Full Colours for Academics, 
being a Senior Leader and being a member of the first hockey team.   He is an intelligent young man who is going 
to study B Com Law at Wits.  I am 100 % convinced that your future will be one of great success, because your 

strength of character speaks for itself. 

Remember that Aristotle said, “No great genius has ever existed without some touch of madness.”

Maia Lehr-Sacks 

Maia, Nelson Mandela said: “A good head and a good heart are always a formidable combination. But when you add 
to that a literate tongue or pen, then you have something very special”.

Maia attended Parkview Senior and Sacred Heart College and did some home schooling in between. We were 
absolutely blessed that Maia finally settled at Greenside High, the place she could call home for the five years of 

her high school career.    For Maia, everything is creative and creativity is everything.  Her passion for the arts was 
soon noticed when she won best hand-drawn poster for The Most Massive Woman at Eads in 2015.  She also helped 

started the Art Club at Greenside High.  

Her willingness always to help wherever she was needed came through strongly during her time at Greenside.  She 
played chess and debated, and also made herself invaluable when she was back stage at the Plays Festival for The 

American Dream.
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Maia also proved herself a very strong leader.  She was highly respected by her peers.  She was elected as RCL 
for two years, represented Greenside at the JHB Junior City Council and was also made head of the Social 

Committee when she was elected a senior leader in 2015.  

Maia has been amongst our top academics since Grade 8, receiving Academic Honours in matric.  Her matric 
results were absolutely outstanding:

English: 85
Afrikaans:68

Mathematics: 72
Physical Sciences: 57

Visual Arts: 97
Information Technology: 81

Life Orientation: 82
Engineering graphics and design: 90

Average : 79

It is no surprise that Maia will be studying Visual Communication Design at Stellenbosch University.  Visual 
Communication Design is a course in the Visual Arts Department that combines creative processes with 

technology to communicate ideas.  We wish Maia all the best for her future endeavours.  

Victor Chen

Victor Chen always gave me the idea that he has no worry in the world.  Perhaps this calmness was due to the fact 
that he was always 100 % prepared. ‘Content’, ‘friendly’ and ‘reliable’ are but a few words I would use to describe 

him.  He came to Greenside High from Greenside Primary in Grade 8.  

Victor participated in chess, the sport for the intelligent if you ask me. He performed very well and won most of 
his games.  He was also soon identified as one of our top learners in the grade, and consistently placed in the top 
three academically.  Victor is a reserved and well-mannered young man who always tried his utmost.  I am sure I 

speak on behalf of all his educators when I say he was the dream student to have in your class.

His superior work ethic led to some outstanding results:

English: 81
Afrikaans: 80

Mathematics: 87
Information Technology: 74

Accounting: 93
Physical Sciences: 89
Life Orientation: 85

Average: 84

Congratulations, Victor.  It was our absolute honour to teach a student of your standing.  We wish you all the best 
for your future studies, towards a Bachelor of Accounting Sciences degree at Wits. 

6 DISTINCTIONS

Victor Chen
Daniella Neville
Suhail Mahomed
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What an outstanding young lady.  We were absolutely blessed to have Daniella Neville  at Greenside; she joined us 
in her Grade 10 year, all the way from El Shaddai Christian School in Cape Town.  

Daniella focused a lot on her academics and received Full Colours for Academics in her Grade 11 year.  She was 
also involved in some cultural activities: she acted in the Plays Festival in 2013 and co-directed a play in 2014.  

Daniella represented Greenside in the Johannesburg Junior Council in her Grade 11 year. 

She was elected as a Senior Leader and became Head of Culture, which is a big portfolio to hold.   As if all of this 
were not enough, Daniella participated in the De Beers English Olympiad, and placed 27th nationally. 

Due to Daniella’s outstanding performance in the Olympiad, she received a scholarship to study at Rhodes 
University;  however, she decided to attend the University of Stellenbosch where she will be studying toward a BA 

in Languages and Culture.  

Daniella’s results were as follows:
English: 86

Afrikaans: 90
Mathematics: 73

Life Orientation:86
Visual Arts: 92

Dramatic Arts: 89
History: 89

AP English : 79
Average: 86

Daniella,  Markus Zusat said:  “Sometimes people are beautiful. Not in looks, not in what they say, just in what they 
are. “

Suhail Mahomed

Suhail Mahomed arrived here from Greenside Primary with many expectations and goals. In his time at Greenside, 
he proved to be a good all-rounder.  He managed to juggle cricket, soccer, academics and excellent leadership 
capabilities.  He was always placed in the top three academically in his grade since his Grade 8 year and led the 

school when he was chosen as Head Boy. 
 

Suhail is a morally sound young man, well known here at Greenside for his compassion and helpfulness to all.  I 
remember at Valediction when we all left, Suhail decided that the ground staff could not clean up alone, so he just 

stayed, as he had done so many times before.  

Suhail was, however, a bit different from your usual academic; not having a book or not doing the homework was 
part of his strategy all along, or so it seems.  I was so sure that this tactic was heading for disaster.  Suhail had to 
constantly set my mind at ease that he would perform outstandingly - as always - and he surely did not leave me 

disappointed.  This highly intelligent young man’s marks are as follows: 

English: 72
Afrikaans: 86

Mathematics: 88
Physical Sciences: 86

Accounting: 91
Life Orientation: 84

Electrical Technology: 85
Average: 85 



Suhail, the quote I have for you is one you said on so many occasions:  "Get rich…. or die trying".  (50 cents)
Suahil is currently studying a Bachelor of Accounting at WITS.
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Nishai Kooverjee

Nishai Kooverjee joined us from Parkview Senior.  
It was clear from day one, that he was a student in a class of his own.  
His academic capabilities were just phenomenal.  From Grade 8, 
he consistently placed in the top three in his grade for academics.  
Nishai was always trying to raise the bar, pushing himself to achieve more.  

Nishai played soccer and cricket at his time here at Greenside.  
He also took part in the AP Maths program, which is not the 
easiest of things.  I always tried to convince him to study Accounting, 
as it is my subject, but Ms Barendse clearly did something I could 
not, as he decided rather to study Computer Sciences at Wits. 
I think people here tonight must remember the name Nishai Kooverjee, 
as he is planning on being famous in the near future for developing 
some unique new app. Nishai, I know you have big plans for your future.  
I believe in you and I really wish you the best.  I would like to share his marks with you:
 
       English: 86

Afrikaans:  81
Mathematics: 87
Accounting: 90

Life Orientation: 76
Information Technology: 92

Physical Science: 86
AP Maths: 81
Average: 85

Nishai, Mohammed Ali said: “ It’s not bragging if you can back it up”. In my opinion, you can most definitely ‘back it 
up’. 

Scripted by Ms R Els van Dyk 
Grade 12 Head in 2015
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