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their hair off or have their hair sprayed. In addition, the learners could also donate money towards paying Taigue’s 
medical expenses, pay R5 for civvies, or buy a raffle ticket to win a prize. Teachers paid to enter the Lip-sync Battle 
to show who could lip-sync a song the best and had their cars washed on the day. All the money raised went to the 
Simons family. The day proved to be a huge success as we raised over R26 000 in just two hours. It is great to see 
how all the Greenside learners united to support one of their own. The school spirit on the day was phenomenal.
We would like to extend a huge thank you to Carlton Hair Academy, Anna-Luisa and her company for supplying the 
products used and for doing all of the shaving and spraying of hair.   Mr J Schoeman and Mrs M Van Niekerk

In this edition you will find coverage of the Shave-A-Thon, the World 
Maths Day Competition, the awarding of a white blazer, and the Pop 
Poetry Challenge, all of which has kept Greenside High active and proud 
over the past few weeks.

Shave - A - Thon 2016

One of our Grade 11 learners, Tiague Simons, was recently diagnosed with 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, and has been in and out of hospital over the past term. 
Our Grade 11s decided to show their support for Tiague by initiating a Shave-a-thon 
which was held on April 29 2016 in the school hall. Learners had the chance to shave 
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GREENSIDE MATHS LEARNERS SURPASS EXPECTATIONS!
Taking place at Northcliff High, this year’s World Maths Day competition consisted of teams of 
three individuals (a Grade 10, Grade 11 and Grade 12 learner) and three rounds: a bucket round 
with twenty-five questions to answer, a second round of five more difficult questions, and a final 
round consisting of a special-guest-created bonus question. Given that the special guest held a 
Doctorate in Mathematics, it was little surprise when no one could get that final question, though 
Greenside did come closest.
Pitted against a total of eleven other teams of top mathematicians from Jeppe and Northcliff, 
Greenside managed an unprecedented achievement, taking the top two spots.
Congratulations to the winning team:  Mahir Ambelal, Nathan Hsu, and Joshua Trace, and to the 
runners-up, Taariq Hassim, Keane Govender and Farhaan Amod.

World Maths Day Competition

Pop Poetry Challenge
GREENSIDE HIGH SCHOOL SLAMS 
THE POP POETRY CHALLENGE!
POP Poetry (Poetry of the People) is the 
competitive art of performance poetry. 
Young poets perform their poems on any 
subjects and in any style, and are judged by 
experts and members of the audience.  This year, the  Pop Poetry Challenge was won by learners from Greenside 
High School. Taking part were Abigail Christmas, Kim Forbay, Megan Geldart, and Lungile Ndlovu.  As the winning 
team, the group was awarded R10 000, and the  R130 000 bursary went to Lungile Ndlovu to study at Boston 
University Media House.

White Blazer Awarded

LEARNER AWARDED THE PRESTIGIOUS 
WHITE BLAZER!
The white Honours blazer is awarded to the learner who 
achieves Full Colours for Sport, Academics, and Culture.
Grade 12 learner, Mahir Ambelal, was awarded  this blazer at a 
Colours Assembly in April.
Since Grade 8, Mahir has shown true cricketing ability with a 
knowledge and understanding of the game that comes only to 
a few. His bowling ability often outsmarted his opposition and 
his intelligent batting held the middle order together. Showing 
true leadership, Mahir has also been the captain of his age group 
since Grade 8, and to this exemplary Captain of the First team 
was awarded the Robinson bat for Player of the Year and Full 
Colours for cricket.
With regard to culture, Mahir achieved Senior Full Colours for

UN Debating, based on 
his excellent contribution 
to the team from the 
time he joined UN Deba-
ting in Grade 9. In 2015, 
he was part of the delega-
tion that came fourth at 
the district debate and his
delegation won the Honourable Mention Certificate  
for the inter-provincial debate. 
In addition to his cultural and sporting contribution, 
Mahir excels academically. From Grade 8, he has 
maintained an average of over 80%, culminating in a Re-
award of Academic Full Colours in 2015. Continuing 
this excellent academic performance, Mahir has a 90% 
average for Term 1 in Grade 12.

Commonwealth Judo Championship

GREENSIDE LEARNER GOES TO COMMONWEALTH!
We are extraordinarily proud of Jared De Vries (Grade 11) who was awarded 
Judo South Africa Colours.  As a result, he was selected for the team to 
participate in the Commonwealth Judo Championships held in Port Elizabeth 
from 22 to 28 April 2016.  At the games, competing as a member of the South 
African National Team, he won a bronze medal in the under 90 kilograms 
category.  Well done, Jared! 


