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Dear Parents, Students and Staff

The second term has indeed been a busy one. Our students and staff have 
achieved so many wonderful things that it is difficult to decide where to 
begin!
Being at the end of the June exam season, we wish our students good luck 
for all of their results and anticipate some outstanding achievements.
As winter arrives in full force, we would like to remind students to keep 
warm by wearing an extra layer underneath their uniforms next term.
Have a safe and restful holiday, Greensiders! 
Get geared for term 3!

SCHOOL NEWS FOR TERM 2

"I'm always doing the things I cannot, it is the only way I can learn."                       

- Pablo Picasso

GREENSIDE DOMINATES
AT 2017 AMPED FEST YET 
AGAIN
Congratulations to the seventeen 
learners for their effort in the 
2017 AMPED Talent Development 
Programme! Out of 20 000 youth, 
the competitors are down to only 
1,500 contestants from across 
Gauteng. 
The AMPED Workshop took the 
form of a two-day camp where 
creative contestants received 
masterclass training in their 
respective creative and business 
talent areas. The Workshop 
camp included some of SA’s 
finest industry professionals, 
celebrities and special guests 
who interacted with contestants 
as facilitators, mentors and guest 
speakers, hosting various training 
sessions. The aim of the  AMPED 
Workshops is to provide a solid 
foundation of skills and education 
specific to the entertainment 
industry, and introduce learners 
to the various career possibilities 
that exist for them. 

The creative programme includes 
intense creative performance, 
social, and entrepreneurial 
coaching which will equip learners 
with a better understanding of 
what it takes to succeed. The 
learners who participated are: 
• Gugulethu Ndima
• Thandokazi Mketo
• Marang Tladi
• Karabo Koroloso
• Lebohang Mokoena
• Mahara Chauke
• Wami Mthethwa
• Lathitha Makhubalo
• Assante Ameen
• Rufaro Kuzo
• Dingi Mdikana
• Nonceba Khumalo
• Callison Ncube
• Prince Moledi
• Malaika  Kekane
• Sinenhlanhla Masola
We are looking forward to the 
next stage of the competition. 
Good luck!

MEMORIAL GARDEN 
AND LAPA REVEALED
The new lapa was formally 
opened by Ms Mayet and 
Ms Whyte on Friday 9 June. 
The ceremony was held in 
the memorial garden, a space 
dedicated to the memory of 
past members of Greenside 
High School. The ceremony 
was concluded with the 
lighting of candles in memory 
of deceased learners and 
staff.

ABOVE: A plaque , and 
mantle, dedicated to those lost 

by GHS

ADVERT: FAIZA

RUM LessonsD
Beginner - intermediate drum lessons based at a private 
home studio in Blairgowrie, Randburg.

All Ages 
Welcome

R200 Per Hour

• Reading 
• Rudiments  
• Grooves and fills

and more!

Learn:
Contact Kamal at 079 249 1633 

OR 
kamalmamdoo@gmail.com



TERM 2 RUGBY
REPORT
2017 was a good and tough chapter for Greenside High rugby. The boys participated 
well in pre-season training that took place throughout the first term and, by the 
time the first match arrived, the players were chomping at the bit to play our first 
match against our arch-rivals, Roosevelt High School. 
For the 1st XV, the season started brightly with a hard-fought win over Roosevelt. 
The team showed exceptional grit and character and came out on top with a 
24-14 win. Alfred Busakwe and Simphiwe Motha, in particular, shone in this game, 
scoring two tries a piece. 
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GREENSIDE'S VERY OWN 'KARATE KIDS' DO IT AGAIN
Congratulations to both Mohammed Ridwaan and Musheera Kai who did extremely 
well at the recent SA National JKA Karate tournament. Mohammed Ridwaan won a 
Silver Medal for both Kumite and Kata for Boys U15, and was awarded SA National 
Colours.  Musheera was awarded Gauteng Colours.

DEBATING CONTINUES TO 
GROW IN POPULARITY AT 
GREENSIDE
We now have about 15 dedicated 
members of the society. Unfortunately, 
due to there being so many sports 
commitments this term, not all 
debaters were able to attend practices. 
Nevertheless, the debaters have 
kept busy. The junior debaters took 
part in the final weekend debating 
tournament, where they won two 
of their three debates for the day. In 
total, the seniors won one of the six 
preliminary round debates, and the 
juniors won two of their six debates. 
On Saturday 27 May, a debating 
workshop was held at Greenside. 
Four volunteer coaches from outside 
the school community gave their 
time to coach the learners and give 
them the individual attention that is 
not possible in our weekly meetings. 
Topics included debating terminology, 
advanced speaker workshops and how 
to build an argument. The day was a 
huge success, and all the coaches have 
expressed their interest in helping out 
in the future.
Next term, I have debates organised 
with Parktown Girls and KES. The other 
schools that I have contacted said they 
would respond after the exam period. 
I will also be attending the SACEE 
AGM, which will be held on Monday 
12 June at Sacred Heart College. There 
is also another workshop scheduled 
for the first weekend of next term, 29 
July.  The focus of this workshop will 
be research skills. 
We are still looking to recruit more 
members. Strong debating schools are 
those with a large debating society. 
Our hope is that we will improve to 
the point that we are confident enough 
to compete against the top schools 
when we join the SACEE league again 
next year.
Ms M Beukes

During the holidays the 1st team participated in the Hyde Park Easter Festival and 
played two matches. Our first festival game was a thrilling match against Edenglen 
High School whom Greenside managed to beat 15-12, with Simphiwe Motha 
slotting a penalty with the final play of the game. The 
second match was against much tougher opposition in Edenvale High School who 
put the team to the sword. The league matches against Bryanston, De La Salle,

The U16 age-group carried on their excellent form from last year. Although many 
of the schools we played against were not able to field full U16 teams - handing 
Greenside the points by default - the teams we were able to play against often 
crumbled under the pressure of this team. The highlight of the season was the 
U16’s demolition of Redhill where they convincingly beat their opposition in 
front of their home crowd. The U16s have qualified for the league finals once 
against and will compete against Bryanston High to be crowned champions. We 
are hoping this year they can get one-up over the team that beat them in the 
final last year!
The U15s had a season to remember. They were unable to win a single match in 
their U14 season in 2016 but their relentless commitment finally paid off as they 
were able to beat Redhill and De La Salle in exciting fixtures. This also means that 
they will attend the league play-offs and have a chance to land on the podium by 
finishing third if they manage to beat Roosevelt High. It promises to be a very 
competitive match. 
The U14s had an impressive season, especially considering that, for the vast 
majority of the boys, it was their first-ever season of rugby. Their attendance and 
practices were exemplary and their love for the sport was evident from their 
first touch of the ball. They managed to pull off some exciting wins such as the 
37-5 drubbing of St Peter’s and the 22-0 victory over Redhill. It is clear there are 
some talented young players in the midst of the Grade 8s. Although the team 
worked together as a strong unit, Matthew Bramley and Isa Adam, in particular, 
are stars to watch for the future. This team will also compete in the league play-
offs and fight to finish in 3rd in the league.             Mr M Channon

RIGHT: 
The certificate awarded to 
Mohammed Kai for Junior 
Novice Purple Kumite 15, 

which gives him SA JKA 
National Colours!    

Redhill, St Peter’s and a return 
fixture against Roosevelt were all 
difficult matches with the team 
growing in skill and confidence but 
not managing to grind out any more 
victories. In spite of this, the team 
never lost heart and the Grade 11s 
are looking forward to pre-season 
training in the third and fourth 
terms. 
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Greenside High has a reputation in the Theatre world for constantly and consistently delivering excellence. This year 
was no exception. The production, Every Year, Every Day, I am Walking carried Greenside’s name and reputation high into 
unfamiliar territory. 

Every Year, Every Day, I am Walking

• Director:   Abigail Nkosi Christmas
• Cast:    Kim Forbay
    Lilitha Makhawula
    Neleagh Davids
    Branden Mpateni
    Francesco Mbele
• Lighting and sound:  Griffin Trace
• Stage manager:   Layla Mayet
• Costume design:  Abigail Nkosi Christmas
• Set design:   Layla Mayet
• Backstage:   Jiten Parbhoo
    Tanaka Madyira
    Hein Ginster

In previous years, we have entered two productions into the festivals RAPS, EADS and FEDA. However, this year, we 
changed this to enter one into the FEDA original script section, and the senior production into FEDA, EADS and GRADS. 
GRADS took us down a new road. While both EADS and FEDA demand one performance before the semi- or final 
respectively, GRADS however, asked our production for three performances over three legs at different venues before 
the finalists were announced. In GRADS, we competed against twelve schools; at EADS, we went up against eighteen 
schools; and in FEDA, we competed against sixty-seven plays.
Every Year, Every Day, I am Walking by Mark Fleishman et al is a dramatic production which tells the story of a mother and 
her two daughters who live in Central Africa. In a violent raid of their village, their house is burned down. One daughter 
and her mother are forced to flee and walk a long road to end in Cape Town in search for safety and a place to call home. 
All the way,  Aggie writes letters to her missing sister.  The play focuses on dislocation, xenophobia, the meaning of home, 
the process of healing and the power of hope.
Being very experienced,  Abigail bravely took up the challenge and was at the helm of this production. She directed the 
cast and crew with true creativity, purpose, theatrical sparkle and love for what she does.
The cast and crew consisted of Kim Forbay as Aggie; Lilitha Makhawula as Mama; Branden Mpateni, Francesco Mbele and 
Neleagh Davids alternately as Ernestine - in a clever trick of direction. Branden, Francesco and Neleagh also acted as 
chorus and ensemble alongside Jiten Parbhoo and Tanaka Madyira. For Lilitha, Neleagh, Jiten and Tanaka, it was their first 
time involved in the process.
The production started rehearsals in February; learners were at school every Saturday and at the long weekend, as well 
as for a week of their Easter holiday. The joke of ‘sleeping at school’ became a reality to these dedicated students when 
Ms Hicks decided to host the sleepover during the long weekend of Freedom day.  We rehearsed late into the night, then 
slept in the freezing cold lecture theatre, to be woken by loud music at 7am. 
The production’s first performance was unusually early. The first leg of GRADS took place on 6 May at Trinity House. 
Here, we received six nominations: Best Director (Abigail Nkosi Christmas), Best Ensemble, Best Set, Best Actress (Kim 
Forbay), Best Supporting Actress (Lilitha Makhawula), and Best Lighting.  We won best overall play. 
With barely enough time to catch our breath, the cast was then expected at the second leg: 11 May at Edenvale High. 
Again, we dazzled with our performance and received nominations for Best Actress, Best Supporting Actor (Francesco 
Mbele), and Best Ensemble, and won the leg again.
The third leg had us up against defending winners, Sutherland High School. They cast no shadow over us and we took the 
nominations again: Best Director (Abigail Nkosi Christmas), Best Set, Best Backstage, Best Ensemble, and Best Actress 
(Kim Forbay).  We won yet another leg. 
These spectacular results put us through to the GRADS final on 24 May at the UNISA Little Theatre in Pretoria.  After 
getting rather lost and confused while searching for a McDonald’s around the notorious one-ways of Pretoria, we braced 
ourselves for the final.  As this was our first year in the competition, this was already a massive achievement. The final set 
us against Sutherland High and Trinity House.

BELOW: From left to right
Neleagh Davids, Branden Mpateni, Francesco Mbele,  Lilitha Makhawula,  

Abigail Nkosi Christmas, Kim Forbay
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The performance that night was breathtakingly beautiful 
as the whole ensemble put their hearts onstage.  We won 
awards for Best Director (Abigail Nkosi Christmas), Best 
Ensemble, and Best Actress (Kim Forbay). In the end, we 
took first place in the GRADS festival. 
We performed FEDA at the Joburg Theatre the Saturday 
before the final on 20 May.  The cast produced not only 
a stunning performance but also displayed decorum that 
made one proud to be a Greensider. 
On the night of the GRADS final, the cast was rejoicing.  
The idea of having a break before Saturday’s performance 
at EADS was something we may have considered before we 
were informed that we had made it through to the FEDA 
semi-final the following night. 

The cast rallied and put on yet another spectacular performance that sent us 
to the finals that Saturday. We were among only a couple of public schools to 
ever do so. 
Due to the obvious clash, we requested and were allowed to move our EADS 
performance to the Friday.  Though almost completely exhausted, the cast and 
crew drew energy and focus from each other and managed to pull off their 
third overwhelmingly beautiful performance in a row.  The performance earned 
them passage to the EADS final on 3  June.  The FEDA finals, where the top 4 
(out of 67) plays were chosen to perform, saw a performance to behold. The 
magic and love displayed by all onstage and all backstage was passed into the 
entire audience.  At this prestigious event, we received nominations for Best 
Backstage, Best Costume, Best Lighting, Best Soundscape, Best Physical Theatre, 
Best Ensemble, Best Actress (Kim Forbay), and Best Director (Abigail Nkosi 
Christmas). We won the awards for Best Physical Theatre and Best Soundscape.

Headed into the EADS final on 3  June, we held the nominations for Best Poster, Best Set, Best Actress (Kim Forbay) and 
Best Ensemble.  Kim Forbay was once again crowned as Best actress in a Drama. This production placed 2nd out of 
18 schools – another phenomenal achievement!
This cast and crew have an amazing feeling of positivity and optimism. They are proof that families can be made. They have 
a love and a fire that extends beyond their rehearsal and performance time. The respect they always display manifests in 
how they treat and trust one another. This family is something we hope they will never lose. 
Throughout their time together, they have held onto their fire. Even through the week resembling a major production run, 
the fire never wavered or threatened to die. 
Director,  Abigail Nkosi Christmas always says, “It is not about the awards, it is about the journey.” In this case, it is not 
enough to say that the results speak for themselves. The growth of these young people is immeasurably precious and 
incomparable to any other result that may happen. 
With this production, we bid farewell to four much-beloved matrics: Abigail Nkosi Christmas, Kim Forbay, Branden 
Mpateni and Francesco Mbele.   They have and always will be irreplaceable in our Cultural Department. 
The cast and crew of Every year, every day, I am Walking delivered real excellence through their ensemble work and we are 
very proud of their achievements and their growth.

Ms A Hicks

"It is not about the 
awards, it is about 

the journey."
- A. Christmas
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Term 1 saw the Grade 10s off on a wild adventure at Masada Eco Farm, 
Pretoria North, Over the 3 night stay, students were treated to a variety 
of team building and leadership exercises, and were taught valuable lessons 
about thriving in the veld.  Accompanying them on the camp were their 
Grade Heads, Ms Annelize Hicks and Mr Nicholas Liebenberg, their Deputy 
Principal, Mr Gregory Gunning, Ms Yolande Schoeman, and myself.  Although 
the camp offered camp counsellors who were to fully facilitate the learners, 
the Greenside High staff was kept very involved throughout the camp.
The young gentlemen were taught the value of personal space (and hygiene) 
by being allocated tents to share for the trip. Roughly 20 to a tent, with 
bunk beds well off of the ground, saw that the boys had a real bonding 
session amongst themselves. The ladies, on the other hand, were treated 
to log cabins in traditional camping style, also with bunk beds. Being only a 
maximum of 8 per cabin allowed the girls some time to themselves after a 
busy day of activities. 
Upon arrival, students met each of the counsellors and were allocated into 
randomised groups. These groups stayed together for the duration of the 
camp and allowed the learners a chance to spend time with other learners 
outside of their usual social group. Some were not very eager at first but 
after a few ice-breakers, each group started to become more comfortable 
with the idea. The evening of the first day drew in quickly, and students were 
shown how to create fire using specific rocks that could be found in the 
landscape. It became dark quickly; several students were weary of walking 
through the bushes to gather firewood as they were warned about snakes 
back at camp. Their minds were put to ease, however, when I told my group 
that snakes avoid their natural predator, the noble veld chicken, and that 
they did not need to be afraid of snakes as long as they mimicked the sound 
and behaviour of a chicken whilst stomping through the bushes. The night 
was spent around individually built camp fires, the sound of laughter and 
chickens floating through the woods.

GRADE 10 CAMP 2017



PAGE 5

As almost all of the Grade 10s attended the camp, activities alternated 
between groups over the time spent as Masada Eco Farm. On one of the 
excursions, two groups were taken for a hike north of camp to a local lion 
park where they learnt all about the pride in the exhibit. They even viewed 
a feeding session from high platforms stretching right across the pens. They 
were treated to ice cold juice and made their way back to camp by foot.
Night hikes, stalk the lantern, talent shows, raft-building, zip-lining, ‘potjie’ 
cook-offs, dance-offs, swimming, war cries; the lot. This year's Grade 10 camp 
hit every mark. Although it was thoroughly enjoyed, it was a trying time for 
many students who had to learn the value of their lifestyles in the city the hard 
way. Technology was nearly impossible to keep alive out in the veld. Although 
some of the food was very different to what the youngsters were used to, they 
soon adjusted to the cuisine. Insects were a wonder to many  but a bug to 
most. Nevertheless, the Grade 10s came out strong having learnt many things 
about how individuality creates a community.
A definite highlight for the students was the opportunity they took to throw 
each individual staff member, after hunting them down one by one, into the 
pool without mercy.

The final day arrived too quickly for too many. Mr Liebenberg had a chance 
to address the male students for an hour in the chapel whilst Ms Hicks spoke 
to the young ladies in the mess hall. Mr Liebenberg spoke to the boys about 
bravery and choices. He used an analogy of a snake and an eagle to elaborate 
on a theme of choice and resulting consequences. It was an open lecture to 
which many boys were given a chance to express their views on what it means 
to be a young man in today's society. Ms Hicks, addressing the girls in the mess 
hall, was equally as sincere in her discussion about what it takes for a young 
woman to succeed in the modern world.
The morning of departure, the students packed up their belongings with heavy 
hearts that their time at camp was over.  They thanked their counsellors, 
loaded themselves into the buses, and made up for all the sleep that they 
refused to have, over the camp, on the bus homebound.
We hope the memories that they made stays with them for many years to 
come!              W Wareham
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