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Dear Parents, Students and Staff

The last few weeks have been hectic and thoroughly satisfying.  Our 
learners have achieved in sports and culture, and we had a resoundingly 
successful Open Day on Saturday March 17.  Congratulations to Ms Hicks 
and her extensive team of staff and learners. They showed why Greenside 
is a school of choice, with our ‘buzz’ being much commented on and our 
learners – demonstrators, chessplayers  and tour guides; sportsmen and 
women; lifesavers, dancers and drummers – being commended for their 
enthusiasm, social skills, and intelligence.
In this volume,  also look out for the learners who have been awarded a 
white blazer and those receiving full colours for Robotics.
We wish parents, staff and learners a peaceful holiday. Our good wishes go 
also to the matrics for their Dance (stunningly organised by Mr and Ms du 
Preez – with help)  and to all those, staff and learners,  who are going on 
camp in the last week of term.

SCHOOL NEWS FROM TERM 1

-Nelson Mandela      

WORLD MATHEMATICS DAY 2018
World Maths Day is a day on which countries around the globe celebrate the wonder 
of Mathematics and a shared love of all things Maths. 
On Tuesday, 6 March 2018, Greenside High School, along with various other schools in 
the Johannesburg North District, took part in the annual World Maths Day competition. 
This year, the competition was at Greenside High School. Our teams were looking 
forward to the competition and the strange, interesting and sometimes frustrating 
questions in each of the competition’s increasingly difficult rounds. Some, who had 
participated in the competition before, were excited to tackle it again with the added 
benefit of experience. Others were filled with nervous anticipation at the prospect of 
their very first World Maths Day competition. 
At the end of it all, everyone left happy. We had had the opportunity to work on and 
solve fascinating Maths problems alongside other Maths fanatics. The experience was 
both enjoyable and educational. As an added bonus, two of Greenside High School’s 
teams made it into the top 5, with one of our teams bringing the first place trophy home.



UN DEBATING
We congratulate the following UN debaters who participated in a debate at 
Willowmore High School on February 28.
The delegation representing The Kingdom of Norway won a Special Commendation:  
Neil Jadav   
Dhyey Dave   
Jesufernami Olorandare
The delegation representing the Kingdom of Thailand won the Best Delegation award:
Terique Carim 
Zaheer Sooliman  
Bibi Faatimah Moosa  
The UN Debaters will represent Greenside at  a special MiniMUN to commemorate 
Human Rights Day. It will take place at Sharpeville Library  on Friday 23 March 2018.
ENGLISH OLYMPIAD 2018
Each year, thousands of candidates enter the English Olympiad, a national English 
competition which aims to enrich learners through the study of English and to 
encourage critical thinking and creative writing. Learners are invited to explore the 
English language and its literature beyond the scope of the school syllabus.
Candidates are required to prepare for a three-hour open-book examination. 
Learners in Grades 10, 11 and 12 are eligible to enter. The examination was written 
in March, after many discussion sessions during the previous two months.
The theme for this year’s Olympiad was “We shall Remember them" with an 
anthology that covered all forms of war and conflict, including the two World Wars, 
the Struggle, the South African War and Shakespearean warriors.   There were extra 
texts covering struggle songs and patriotic outpourings.
The Olympiad aims to stretch learners: they are asked to read beyond the syllabus, 
enter into heated debate with other learners, and experience creative activities 
around different texts. It is a most rewarding experience.
 Ms J Unterlsak
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SPECIAL AWARDS
We are very proud to award Senior Full Colours to, Layla Mayet, Marcel Swart and 
Jordan Williams. Layla Mayet, Jordan and Marcel joined robotics in 2017.   They all 
worked incredibly hard to get up to speed with programming and building robots.   
Jordan and Marcel teamed up with team captain, Stevens Ndawonde, to form Team 
Masterminds.  They designed a Greenhouse robot to save endangered medicinal plants 
in Africa.   At the South African Championships of the World Robotics Olympiad, 
they won gold with this cleverly-designed and robotic-controlled Greenhouse.  The 
robot could even SMS, when the temperature inside got too hot for the robot to 
control.  Team Masterminds were selected to represent South Africa at the World 
Championships of the World Robotics Olympiad that was held in Costa Rica in 
November 2017.  Here they made us proud by coming 12th in the Senior Division 
out of 31 international teams.
Layla Mayet joined Philip Ginster and Tinotenda Mudzingwa in the TBC robotics 
team.  This team designed Enviroboy, a robot to raise awareness among children on 
environmental issues.  This was a very ambitious project: Enviroboy had moving lips, 
responsive eyes, moving limbs and could turn its head in several directions.  Layla had 
a very steep learning curve, but in no time could program and build like an expert.  
Her presentation skills were also a significant asset to the team.   Enviroboy won 
silver at the South African Championships.  This team was also invited to represent 
South Africa in Costa Rica.  Enviroboy was a hit among young visitors at the event 
and achieved to 16th place overall.   We are very proud of these three learners and 
very glad that they survived unscathed after being 25 km from the epicenter of a 6.8 
earthquake in Costa Rica.  They did not feel a thing as they were all floating in the 
swimming pool!
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MIDMAR MILE
 At the end of last year, we invited learners to take part in the Midmar Mile, which 
has become somewhat of a tradition here at Greenside. Our eight entrants trained 
extremely hard in the mornings and after school to ensure that they were ready for 
the race; they even swam in Emmarentia dam to get a feel for open water swimming.  
The weekend of 10 and 11 February  was not only  very successful but fun filled, as 
learners got time on the beach, swam in the sea, buried Mr Schoeman in the sand and 
spent time at Gateway Mall. On race day (Sunday), our learners were ready to race, 
along with Ms Brummer, our Deputy Principal. Everyone finished in under an hour! 
Their times were as follows:
• Joachim Grobbelaar 25 min
• Carel Grobbelaar 37 min
• Assante Ameen 44 min
• Griffin Trace  40 min
• Imtiyaaz Tifloen 51 min
• Ziyaad Kharva  28 min
• Yumna Kharva  28 min
• Seemeen Mohammed 49 min
• Ms Brummer  47 min

Well done to all the swimmers! We hope to continue to grow this tradition at 
Greenside and look forward to this event in 2019.

SPORT 2018

INTER HIGH SWIMMING 2018
Our swimming team has really done well this season and at inter-high we placed 
second overall, missing first place by seven points - which is equivalent to one relay 
race. We had thirteen swimmers qualify for the Prestige gala in twenty-two events.
• Bhyat, Leilah
• Grobbelaar, Carl
• Grobbelaar, Joachim
• Grobbelaar, Nina
• Gwija, Thembelitle
• Khan, Muhammed
• Kharva, Yumna
• Khava, Ziyaad
• Mahomed, Razeen
• Tomic, Yusha
• Trace, Griffin
• Van Reede, Daniel
• Wentel, Ethan
These swimmers have really worked hard this year and we are excited to see what 
they do in Term 3.

RUM LessonsD
Beginner - intermediate drum lessons based at a private 
home studio in Blairgowrie, Randburg.

All Ages 
Welcome

R200 Per Hour

• Reading 
• Rudiments  
• Grooves and fills

and more!

Learn:
Contact Kamal at 079 249 1633 

OR 
kamalmamdoo@gmail.com

“A champion needs a motivation above and beyond winning."  

-Pat Riley
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RUGBY CAMP
On the weekend of 3 March, we hosted a rugby camp at Greenside for all our rugby 
boys - to make sure they are ready for the upcoming season. The camp started on 
the Friday afternoon straight after school. 
As soon as the bell went, the boys raced down to the field to start their first session 
of training from 15:00 till 18:00, which was followed by a break and braai time after 
which the boys had a two-hour board session with their coaches: the boys were 
drilled in the key responsibilities of each position,  game plans, what they wanted 
to achieve this year, and what their coaches’ expectations for the upcoming season 
were.  After that, they were allowed a much-needed night swim, that they enjoyed so! 
The boys were told to shower and climb into bed as they would have a 5 km run at 
05:00 the next morning, but the boys were giggling all night long and only feel asleep 
at around 01:00 on Saturday morning.
Day Two came with the coaches and Mr Schoeman waking the boys up 04:50 for 
their 5 km run. After which, they had a stretch and a ball skills session and finally 
breakfast.  All the boys were put in a classroom for a video session, with the coaches 
going over game strategies and what/what not to do during games. We ended off the 
camp with Captain Runs which was watched by many parents.
This was a very successful camp and we hope the boys learnt a lot from it and 
enjoyed it! We hope to continue to have camps like these in the future.
TOUCH RUGBY CLINIC
As Touch Rugby is such a fast-growing sport at Greenside, we hosted a  clinic one 
Saturday morning, for all learners whether they were expert players or beginners. The 
clinic was run by our experienced coaches who all play provincial Touch Rugby. The 
clinic was well attended with 50 learners arriving to take part. All learners enjoyed it 
and were taught not only the basics of how to play Touch Rugby but also some new 
skills and the importance of team work. The clinic was successful and we hope to run 
it again next year with even more learners.

                “Just play. Have fun. Enjoy the game."  

-Michael Jordan
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TENNIS BOYS A TEAM
On Friday, 9 March our tennis boys played against Hyde Park High School. The team 
consisted of seven players, who were eager to play as they have been working hard 
during this 2018 season, not losing any of their games. The team consisted of:
• Luwazi Ngwenya
• Nathan Loshima
• Jaymeen Patel
• Harshan Pillay
• Joshua Govender
• Terique Carim
• Xavier Walker
  What was witnessed at this game was an excellence only achievable by hard work 
and the dedication of players and coach. These boys not only won the match -  they 
won 99-0! The boys were so humble before, during and after the match as they 
treated their opponents with respect and made sure to thank them as well the 
coaches after their match. These boys really have been working hard this year and it 
shows in their results. Well done, boys! Keep on working hard!

DERBY DAY AGAINST BRACKEN HIGH SCHOOL
On Saturday, 10 March Greenside hosted Bracken High School for friendly matches 
in Rugby, Netball and Hockey. The day was full of excitement and fun, with all the 
teams competing at high levels. The results are as follows:
Netball:
• U14 A  win 12-1
• U14 B  win 12-5
• U15 A  lost
• U15 B  lost
• U16 A  lost 7-24
• U16 B  lost 2-23
• 1st   drew 19 all
Hockey
• Junior girls  lost 4-0
• 1st boys  won 3-1
• 1st girls  won 1-0
Rugby
• U14  lost 27-0
• U15  lost 15-7
• U16  lost 27-10
• 1st   lost 14-15
We hope to continue this sporting relationship with Bracken and look forward to 
going to their campus next year and hope to do more derby days like this with other 
schools as well.
As you can see, Greenside learners are really working hard not only in the classroom 
but on the sports fields as well! Keep up the hard work, guys - we can only get better 
from here.
Mr Schoeman
[Sports Director]

                “Sports do not build character. They reveal it" 

-Heywood Brown


