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Dear Parents, Students and Staff

The term has been so busy that it has rushed through to 
exams and a short holiday in what seems like minutes. 
However, the weeks have been packed with activities and 
achievements.
It is also our sad task to say goodbye to three members of 
staff who are following new, exciting courses in their lives.

SCHOOL NEWS FROM TERM 2

Martin Luther King Jr.   

WITS INTEGRATED EXPERIENCE IN SCIENCE AND COMMERCE 
2018

Once again, Greenside High School was invited to participate in the annual 
Integrated Experience in Science and Commerce, hosted by the University of the 
Witwatersrand. Erich Marais, Salmaan Suliman, Thandeka Moyo, Laila Mahomed 
and Kimberly Masanzu were selected for the team. After a day of lectures, the 
learners were tasked with creating a presentation to tackle the impending water 
crisis faced by South Africa. Presenting on Friday 23 March, the learners captivated 
the judges, receiving excellent feedback with special mention of their promotional 
video. Erich Marais was recognised for asking the most thought-provoking 
questions of the event. 

Mr G Shipton
MinQuiz 2018

This year’s quiz was hosted at Mintek in Randburg. We took three Grade 12 
learners, Joshua Trace, Farhaan Amod and Raeesa Harypursat. The first round of 
the competition saw all the participating learners (from schools all over Gauteng) 
complete a written test involving Maths, Science and Engineering questions. Based 
on the average score per school team, the top six schools were selected to 
compete in the live quiz round. This round involved all teams being presented with 
a question and producing an answer in 60 seconds. Greenside’s team performed 
excellently and came out top.  They were awarded certificates, lapel pins and 
a trophy; alongside R1500 prize money for the school. Joshua Trace received a 
certificate and trophy for the top mark in the individual round and was selected 
to represent Gauteng in the national MinQuiz competition on the 19 July. 

Mr G Shipton



UN DEBATING
23 March 2018 saw a number of Gauteng schools at the Sharpeville library to commemorate Human 
Rights Day in the form of a Model United Nations debate hosted by the South African Institute of 
International Affairs (SAIIA) in partnership with the Gauteng Departments of Sport, Art, Culture and 
Recreation, as well as the Department of Community Safety.

The premise of the debate was that each school present represented a country who signed the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights at a conference held by the United Nations 70 years ago. These students 
were to form a model version of the United Nations Human Rights Council, and debate with each other 
in accordance with how their countries had implemented the UDHR over the last 70 years. Although 
the venue went without electricity for the morning, the students and audience alike really enjoyed 
themselves. The Syrian delegation consisted of Yaaseen Hassim, Aatikah Sheikh and Wasim Waja, with the 
delegation from the USA consisting of Zaheer Sooliman, Faatima Areff and Terique Carim, all of whom 
are currently in Grade 10 at Greenside High School.

Representing Syria and (as a last-minute request) the United States of America, Greenside High School 
won bronze for Best Delegation (Team USA) – receiving a trophy as well as a R500 book voucher per 
student. Students, teachers and audience members were also given backpacks sponsored by the various 
Gauteng departments working along SAIIA. We congratulate all the award winners and future politicians 
who took part in the debate, and thank the organisers for yet another successful event.

Mr Wareham
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GUEST OF HONOUR
At the age of only 20 Jared Crous  qualified for the 2016 Olympic Games in 
Rio.  We were honoured that he was our guest speaker at Greenside’s Sports 
Awards evening. 

On  the evening, he told us about his twelve- year effort to get to the Olympics 
and all the challenges he faced.  He explained that he had many obstacles to 
overcome -  from being bullied in school to the disappointment of being 
awarded a full scholarship to an overseas university only  to be dropped at 
the last minute.

He reinforced that  competing at such a high level is not easy at all. He trains 
twice a day; his off-season training consists of a 7km swim in the morning and 
another in the evening. His season training would be 7km in the morning and 
12km in the evening.  Jared emphasised that this  takes a lot of commitment as 
there will be days where it’s cold and days where his  body is crying to stop. 
He encouraged the learners to strive for their dreams and keep on pushing 
their limits in order to achieve their goals.

It was truly a pleasure to have Jared Crous with us and it has energised our 
learners to keep working hard at their dreams and in sport.

2018
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TRADITIONAL DANCE
Competitions - Traditional Legends were awarded Best Performance and 3rd runner up. The Traditional 
Dance group was also involved in Open Day.

KWAITO
Ghetto Steppers was awarded the Best Group and they won the Dance Festival.  

DANCE FESTIVAL
Number of learners – 16 groups entered for the Dance festival
1. Reevaksha Naidoo   
2. Gugu and Mahara (Duo)
3. Proneutro    
4. Kemiso Mohlakwane
5. Diversity    
6.  Traditional Queens
7. Relebohile Nkoane (Solo)  
8. Attitude Adjustment
9. Blue Rush
10. Traditional Legends   
11. Versatile
12. Ghetto Steppers   
13. Nelly and Fanele (Duo)
14.  Kwaito    
15.  Contrast

CULTURE 2018

  Greenside High School Dance Festival : Results 2018
Best Group                                                                          Ghetto Steppers  
First  Runner Up                                                                  Blue Rush  
Second  Runner Up                                                              Traditional Legends  
Best Choreography                                                               Proneutro  
Best Costume                                                                      Reevaksha Naidoo  
Festival Best Duet                                                                Contrast   
Best Female Dancer                                                             No award  
Best Male Dancer                                                                Kyle Deysel
Best Female Solo                                                                 Relebohile Nkoana
Best Male Solo                                                                    No award
Best Performance                                                                Traditional Legends



ACADEMIC 2018
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Principal's Tea

House Assembly

The learners of Greenside High were motivated by the rivetting speech given by actor and writer, Kagiso 
Modupe. As he wrapped up his speech, he stated that the 'dog is not dead yet'. This means that no matter 
how many times an individual fails, there is still enthusiasm to pursue one's goals. As the houses were 
introduced to the school, the learners were ecstatic to see their struggle heroes as the new houses for the 
school.  These house names include Miriam Makeba, Steve Biko, Mahatma Gandhi, Oliver Tambo, Ruth First 
and , Hector Pieterson. 
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FAREWELL 2018

Greenside High School says goodbye to Mr Channon who will be completing his Master's Degree at a 
university in London, Ms Hook who will be devoting herself to her swimmers, Ms Powell-Venter who will 
occupy her new post as HOD of Arts and Culture at Reddam House and Ms Brown who will relax and 
travel the world.
Ms Powell-Venter joined Greenside High School in 2016, as a member of the Creative Arts, Visual Arts, 
and Afrikaans departments. She always loved Visual Arts and has encouraged the learners to see what 
opportunities can be found in Visual Arts after they leave school. As a result of her T-shirt project, learners 
were able to wear T-shirts with their LO tracksuits showing off their own designs - and maybe taking 
orders. 
In 2018 , Ms Powell-Venter was promoted from Assistant Grade Head to be one of the Grade 10 Grade 
Heads. In this role, she tried to teach learners life skills and was grateful to be part of the learners' 
experience of young adulthood. 
Ms Powell-Venter has been extensively involved in extra murals from the Photography Club to Plays and 
Dance  Festivals and AMPED, netball and to heading up the hockey this year.
They will all be missed as educators, mentors and inspirations.

WORKER'S DAY 2018

Workers Day Tribute
To the women and men without whom a school cannot function 
“All labour that uplifts humanity has dignity and importance and should be undertaken with painstaking 
excellence” - Martin Luther King Jr. 

Martin Luther King’s words resonate with all the staff and we pay special tribute to the maintenance and 
security teams in our school on whose work a solid foundation is laid for the successful running of our 
school.

The SGB, the academic and administrative staff,  the RCL Body and the learners of the school thank:

Mr Norman Chauke, Mr Silas Chauke, Ms Kgomotso Madisha, Mr Sipho Maringa, Ms Mary Masoko, Mr 
Gezani Mathe, Mr Hasani Mathe, Mr Ewert Matosa, Mr Kenneth Mnisi, Ms Sibongile Molotswa, Ms Rosina 
Nathane, Mr Reason Ncube, Mr Philemon Ngobeni, Mr Wiseman Ngwenya, Mr Karel Ntamu, Mr Moses 
Rangata, Ms Irene Siziba, Mr Monty Tsotetsi and Mr Philemon Tsotetsi.

The learners in the school will never forget the leaf-blowing machine and the sound of the two-way radios!

The efforts and time of these men and women never go unnoticed. We always appreciate how they maintain 
the quality of the school.  They are the spirit of Ubuntu.

Assante Ameen - RCL

BLOOD DRIVE 2018

 Greenside High School hosted a blood drive on 18 May. We received 35 donations of blood, which
 means we saved 105 lives. We are impressed with the number of learners who donated blood, especially
 considering it was the start of Eid. Thank you very much to the donors and staff for supporting this
.community service



SPORT 2018
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SOCCER

Greenside High School participated in the Waterstone College tournament against eight schools. Our first 
team managed to reach the finals without losing a match and won the tournament against Jeppe Boys High 
School on penalties. Stanley Leputu was awarded the Goalkeeper of the Tournament trophy and Duncan 
Abrahams took away the Player of the Tournament award.
The first team soccer participated in the JJC six-a-side tournament held at Pirates Club in Greenside. It 
came as no surprise when our boys come home with the trophy. The played “8” games without a loss.
They also participated in the Roosevelt High Soccer Sports Tournament in which they came fourth overall. 
Well done to our boys. 
We are proud of them.

HIGHLIGHT SPORT 2018



PAGE 5
PAGE 7

SPORT 2018

NETBALL

I believe that the quality of a sport’s team rests on its performance throughout a whole season. Winning 
one game is wonderful, but is not a true testimony to the ability of a team. Having said that, it is fitting to 
acknowledge the 2018 Netball girls’ accomplishments.
Our extremely gruelling season which started in February. After several rounds of trials, the squads for each 
age group were selected, and they were put to the test in our first games, which commenced in early March.
Since then, we have participated in district trials, numerous festivals and derby days, namely: the Waterstone 
and St Peter’s Festivals and, the Edenglen, Bracken, Dainfern and Roosevelt Derbies. Although we secured 
several victories, and the First Team placed third overall at the Roosevelt Derby, the girls were not always 
successful. However, they gained a lot of experience playing schools that are in higher leagues. Their 
commitment and humility during these tournaments are commendable.
More important, is how the girls performed in their league games. This season, we played against Reddford 
House, Northcliff High, Ferndale High, the Deutsche School and Northriding High. The girls achieved brilliance 
as every team, in every age group, won every league game. Greenside is, therefore, currently undefeated in 
our league, which has not occurred in several years. 
As the First Team coach and Head of Netball, I feel very strongly about the group of young women who led 
Netball this year. They are extremely dedicated to sport and have displayed admirable qualities throughout 
the season. As the top netball team in our school, the First Team Netball players have truly been an example 
to our younger players, through their passion, commitment and discipline displayed on and off the courts.
Our First Team consists of girls in Grade 10 and 11,which means that some of them were playing against 
girls two age groups their senior, and they were still able to succeed in the league. These girls are inspiring. 
Thank you, First Team players, for being gracious, humble, and above all, for leading by example. You are true 
sportswomen and I can, without a doubt, confirm that you have all been deserving of the privilege of playing 
for your school’s First Team this year. 
We are exceptionally proud of all our outstanding netball players and our incredible coaches, Ms Nhleko, 
Ms Yapi, Ms Hoon and Ms Smyth, as this season’s outstanding results would not have been achieved without 
them.
Thank you to all the teachers and learners who have supported us throughout the season. We are looking 
forward to maintaining this level of success next year.

Ms S dos Santos

HIGHLIGHT SPORT 2018
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We take this opportunity to wish all our learners a well-deserved rest.    
We look forward to seeing all of you on the first day of  Term 3 2018.

Please feel free to contact the school should you wish to advertise in the upcoming edition of our 
newsletter.


