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This year began with what we now 
consider as a worldwide pandemic, 
forcing us to reconsider our lifestyles, 
our conception of what matters 
and our relations to others. This 
year, Greenside High School held a 
micro Sport Awards Ceremony at 
the Pavillion which was attended by 
a limited number of guests and the 
respective award recipients.

               Introduction - Address by Ms Whyte

"The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, not 
on fighting the old, but on building the new.”

                                      - Socrates

"Ultimately, the greatest lesson that COVID-19 can 
teach humanity is that we are all in this together."                              

- Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw

Hello everyone
One of our award recipients when interviewed by a reporter described this year as weird.

This is certainly one of many words that can be used to describe 2020- a year that has turned our lives 
upside down and abnormalised our school experience.

I struggle to get used to a school devoid of the bustle of sporting and cultural activities and it is my fervent 
hope that we get to experience this again.

Thus today’s awards ceremony is an extra precious occasion, reminding us of the extraordinary talents 
and accomplishments of our learners: not even covid can mar our pride and joy on this occasion as we 

celebrate achievements in the fields of robotics, athletics, swimming, soccer, basketball, leadership, culture 
and service.

And to Griffin Trace- the recipient of full school honours: the gazette described you as a local hero.
  You have given so much to your school and your community.

You have distinguished yourself in sport, culture and academics.
You have displayed initiative, leadership and perseverance.

The sight of one of our 2021 matrics in the white honours blazer will definitely bring some welcome light 
in this weird world.   

       -   Principal Ms Whyte
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                                              Robotics

The above learners (Team name: LLA 2005) became World Robot Olympiad (WRO) 2019 National 
Champions and qualified to compete overseas. Last year the Colours Committee agreed that the 

learners should receive their gold braiding this year, in 2020. Their names appear on the WRO 2019 
National Ranking. We are pleased to award Andrea Mushekwa, Lesedi Ntsewa and Lisekho Zonela 

Junior Full Colours and Gold Braiding for Robotics. 

“Life doesn’t get easier or more forgiving, we get 
stronger and more resilient.”  -  Steve Maraboli

          Lesedi Ntsewa , Lisekho Zonela ,  Andrea Mushekwa 

                            Gold Braiding and Junior Full Colours 

This young man joined Greenside High School because 
of our enthusiasm and support for learners in Robotics. 

He came with brilliant ideas coupled with his experience 
in Robotics; he introduced Imbewu Expo for Young 

Scientists, re-introduced Eskom Expo for Young Scientists 
and trained other Robotics learners. He was selected to 
participate in a Robotics competition in Indonesia (now 

virtual/online) which will take place from 6 - 9 November 
2020. During lockdown, he worked on his ThembaBot 

– Mine Surveying Robot and a report of more than 
70-pages - and entered two competitions online (Eskom 

Expo and Imbewu Expo). As a result, he won Gold 
(1st prize) in the Science Expo. Muhammed is doing 

exceptionally well, accomplishing most of the work on 
his own. In addition, he is consistently respectful. We are 
pleased to award Muhammed Hassen Junior Full Colours 

and Gold Braiding for Robotics.              Muhammed Hassen   
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JUNIOR HALF COLOURS                   Athletics

Bokang Khanye has represented Greenside High School 
since 2019. He is a committed, determined athlete who 
is always ready for a challenge. During the 2019 athletic 

season, Bokang was unbeaten in all of his 100m and 200m 
races. Bokang represented Greenside High at the Prestige 

meeting held at the end of last year. 
As a result, Bokang was awarded junior full colours for 

athletics. Bokang was also awarded Provincial Colours in 
2019. Despite the endless turmoil caused by the Covid 
scare, Bokang has continued his training this year, and 

was awarded Provincial Colours again. In March, Bokang 
participated at the Central Gauteng Championships for 
Athletics. He was then selected as part of the National 
Championship Squad. We are extremely proud of his 

achievements.
We are pleased to award Bokang Khanye a Re-Award of 

Junior Full Colours for athletics and Gold Braiding.

JUNIOR HALF COLOURS                    Highlights

                  Bokang Khanye

Muzomuhle Shandu

GOLD BRAIDING AND RE-AWARD OF SENIOR FULL 
COLOURS FOR SOCCER

Muzomuhle Shandu has been the pillar of strength for 
the U/16 team and is the star player of the school at the 
moment. He plays as a striker and he has been banging 

those goals. He plays for Wits Junior and was also chosen 
to play in the USA this year. We are pleased to award 
Muzomuhle Senior Full Colours for soccer and Gold 

Braiding.

JUNIOR HALF COLOURS                       Soccer

“No matter how much falls on us, we keep plowing 
ahead. That’s the only way to keep the roads clear.”

 -  Greg Kincaid
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JUNIOR HALF COLOURS                    Basketball

Onenda Olenga is basketball personified! She has been playing basketball at Greenside High School 
for 3 years and has been appointed captain of our girls’ basketball first team, which has won the 

Johannesburg School Basketball League 3 times in a row.
Her passion for sport, especially basketball, has afforded her many accolades and recognition in 
her prosperous sporting career. This young lady has been selected to play for various prestigious 

basketball teams outside of school, including the Junior NBA, D9 District basketball team, Gauteng 
Schools' Basketball Team, University of Witwatersrand Academy, Vision Olympics 3 on 3 and the 

Alexandra Basketball Academy.
It gets better: in 2018, Onenda won the Woman of the Year award at the South African School 

Sports Awards. Just last year, Onenda attended the Seep Hoop Forum basketball camp where she 
was selected as part of the 20 best junior basketball players, The All Star Team, which afforded her 
the opportunity to compete at a Seep Forum Basketball Tournament in Senegal. In the same year, 

Onenda was invited by the NBA Academy to attend another training camp and tournament in 
Senegal, this time an elite basketball development initiative for top high school learners.

Onenda has won numerous basketball awards at Greenside High School since Grade 8. She has also 
consistently won the All Star and Most Valued Player Awards in the last 5 seasons of the Johannesburg 

School Basketball League. Last year Onenda attended the Ball in Motion Development Camp in 
North West, where she was awarded a Dedication and Most Valued Player Award. In December 2019, 
Onenda was selected to represent Gauteng at the SA Summer Games in Pretoria. We are pleased to 

award Onenda Olenga Senior Full Colours for basketball and Gold Braiding.

Onenda Olenga
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JUNIOR HALF COLOURS                      Swimming

Ziyaad not only represents Gauteng as a swimmer 
but has also had the opportunity to represent South 

Africa. He has been part of the Greenside High 
School swimming team for 3 years. He is a star not 
only in the swimming pool but in many areas of his 
life. In 2019, Ziyaad was selected to participate in an 
open water event by Swim South Africa in Slovenia. 
In the same year, he was selected for South African 
School’s Summer Games competition. He qualified 

for the Central Gauteng open water squad and 
swam at the national competition in March 2020. 
Ziyaad swims at the 10 Midmar Mile annually, with 

his fastest time being 24 minutes. 
He also competes in pool swimming as part of the 

central Gauteng Aquatics and medalled at regionals. 
Whether swimming short or long distance, Ziyaad 

amazes and inspires us as he seems to glide 
effortlessly through the water. He makes us proud 

and we are sure that there will be many more 
years for us to follow this talented young man in his 
swimming career. We are pleased to award Ziyaad 
Kharva Senior Full colours and Gold Braiding for 

swimming.

JUNIOR HALF COLOURS                  Highlights

JUNIOR HALF COLOURS                           Gold Braiding And Senior Full Colours For Swimming 

Ziyaad Kharva
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              “Your attitude, not your aptitude,
 will determine your altitude.”

 -  Zig Ziglar

JUNIOR HALF COLOURS

JUNIOR HALF COLOURS                    White Blazer - Griffin Trace

JUNIOR HALF COLOURS    Senior Full Colours for Academics

Awarded in February 2020 at the Pro Optimus Awards Evening

JUNIOR HALF COLOURSSenior Full Colours Service to Drama

Griffin is a consummate professional and his calm and confident manner has earned him the 
respect of the Drama Department, theatre professionals and his peers alike. He was instrumental, 
first as an apprentice under Philip Ginster and then, often on his own, and sometimes with a small 

crew, for the technical accolades we received at one act play competitions such as FEDA, EADS and 
GRADS over the last four years. He was the technical operator, co-designer and fixer-upper of the 

lighting and sound for every year, every day I am walking and Unspoken Words in 2017, Blood Stains 
the Sand and #Fees Must Fall in 2018 and Hush my Baby and Suffering Lies In The Streams in 2019. 
As if this is not enough, he took responsibility for all technical support needed for Dance and Music 

festivals, Open Days and Plays Festivals in the last 3 years. It is, therefore, our privilege to award 
Griffin Senior Full Colours for Service to Culture.

JUNIOR HALF COLOURS  Senior Full Colours for Swimming      

Griffin Trace gets a well-deserved reward as our boys’ swimming captain this year. As captain he 
offers guidance to his team members, motivating and inspiring them. He was selected to compete 

in two events at the Prestige meeting. One of these was the senior boys’ individual medley; a superb 
achievement as this is a 200m event (8 laps of the pool) which requires stamina and a high level of 

fitness. We are proud to have you as Captain and look forward to next year. We would like to award 
Griffin Trace with Senior Full Colours for Swimming.
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The following article hailed Griffin as a local Hero in our community at the start of the Covid 
pandemic this year for the initiative he used to print personal protective equipment (PPE) in the 

form of face shield headbands by 3D printer.
Greenside High learner uses 3D skills to assist with PPE

 
Rosebank/Killarney Gazette of 29 May 2020, Naidine Sibanda 

 
The lockdown has not been able to deter individuals who want to take initiative. One such 

individual is a Grade 11 learner at Greenside High School.
Griffin Trace heeded the call to print personal protective equipment (PPE) in the form of face 
shield headbands by 3D. He heard about the initiative when a non-profit community, 3DPSA, 

reached out and asked volunteers with 3D printers to help out.
3DPSA comprises of makers who supply their services and skills to print facial shields to equip 

frontline medical workers in the fight against Covid-19. Griffin, who is among many other 
volunteers in this initiative, said, “I get enjoyment out of 3D printing, I saw this project as a way 
to help out my community and the people who are saving lives and keeping the country alive.” 
He added that at first, he made about 50 prints from his own supply of material which is called 

filament. When he began to run out of supplies however, 3DPSA supplied the material.
 

Explaining the technical process, Griffin said the design used by 3DPSA uses about 25 to 30g and 
takes just over two hours to print, so he can normally get around 10 made per day. When Griffin is 

done with the final product, 3DPSA does a collection run. Again, volunteers are needed for this part 
of the initiative and luckily for Griffin, Parkview resident Ivor Rimmer came to the rescue. Rimmer 

is a volunteer from the Off-Road Rescue Unit of the Four Wheel Drive Club of Southern Africa. 
”We have permits to drive around, so we started to go around and collect the headbands. We then 
sterilise and sanitise them before delivering to hospitals and other departments who need them,” 

Rimmer explained.

Griffin said, “I am motivated to keep doing this, as it is a way for me to help my community and the 
people who are putting their lives at risk to protect us. I have the resources and knowledge to help 

this initiative, and I see it as a way to do my part in these weird and difficult times.”
 

After a unanimous vote from the Colours Committee we are honoured to present Griffin Trace 
with Full School Honours.    

JUNIOR HALF COLOURS          White Blazer -  Griffin Trace

JUNIOR HALF COLOURS    Exceptional Leadership To The Wider Community


