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GHS United Nations Debating
Whilst 2020 could be considered awful for just about everyone, the Greenside High UN Debaters have
proven once again that they are simply unstoppable.
They kicked the year off with a bang and participated in a Model Legislature in Term 1.The team –
consisting of Captain Hajar Ahjum-Mathee,Terique Carim and Aatikah Sheikh – walked away from
the event having won Best Delegation Gold. A week later, debaters Zaheer Sooliman, Bibi Moosa and
Faatimah Areff met Ms. Barbara Creecy (Minister of Environmental Affairs, Forestry and Fisheries)
where they discussed the global climate crisis, reflected on COP25 and discussed what the future
holds.
Even during lockdown, the debaters found a way to participate in as much as possible.
The majority of discussions took place over Whatsapp groups for various Youth Policy Committees
(for example, the Gender group or Climate Change) where multiple major goals were accomplished.
Moreover, Zaheer Sooliman, Aatikah Sheikh and Hajar Ahjum-Mathee were also actively involved
in helping find an ideal platform to replace the usually held in-person events. On 24 October, World
United Nations Day, the debaters celebrated by entering two teams in a model debate on the topic,
The future we want, the UN we need. Continuing the almost four-year winning streak, Greensiders
brought home two gold awards, one per team.The delegation of France won Best Delegation, whilst
Hajar, the first speaker of the delegation of Ukraine, won Best Speaker.
To wrap up the year the same way they started it, Hajar Ahjum-Mathee and Zaheer Sooliman each
found themselves participating in workshops. Hajar is now involved in the drafting of a dialogue
regarding Youth Participation which is going to be submitted to government officials. In the second
workshop, Zaheer was part of discussions around the implementing of the Climate Action Plan and
creating awareness around it.
If the actions of debaters during the lockdown is anything to go by, it is clear that these learners go
beyond proving the words of UN supervisor and mentor, Ms. Unterslak when she said that Greenside
possesses and produces autonomous, hard-working and passionate students. And it’s students like the
Greenside High UN Debaters that are going to go far in life.
Hajar Ahjum-Mathee
UN Debating Captain, 2020/2021

Term 4: 2020 Newsletter

PAGE 2
2021 School Calendar

“Hope is a renewable option: If you run out of it at the end of the day, you get to start over in the morning.” Barbara Kingsolver, Novelist
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Tribute - Ms Whyte

It is with both a heavy heart and a light heart that I say goodbye to Maddy Brummer.
Heavy, because Maddie is a significant loss to the school.
Light because I know Mads is dead set on her decision to retire and is looking to a new life indulging in some
of the things she loves most - her man, her garden: Maddie is going to become an entrepreneur and revive her
garden service – past clients eagerly await her return.
She can also throw herself into dedicated training for various sports events.
And, most importantly, Maddie is going to have time to and for herself.
Maddie’s history at Greenside goes back to the 1980’s. She and I were young teachers at Greenside together.
She excelled on the field; I devoted myself to the cultural activities.
We were pretty driven and ambitious back then and we were appointed as grade heads relatively early in our
careers.
We ran a grade together and it was a most interesting combination as our styles are quite different.
Nevertheless, our good cop, bad cop partnership was successful and we grew close personally and professionally.
Maddie left Greenside in 2004 to join the Damelin\Eden group where she taught Criminology to Grade 11 and
12 learners and soon became an integral part of the management and administrative team.
We stayed in touch, and when I became principal in 2007 I embarked on a mission to get my bad cop partner
back.The school was sorely in need of the kind of leadership and skills for which Maddie is renowned. We had a
meeting at one of our favourite spots – then known as Keith Kirsten Garden World – and I was able to win my
friend and colleague over.
Maddie returned to Greenside and was appointed in a GDE Deputy Principal post – interestingly enough the
date of her assumption of duty was her birthday: 1 April 2014.
Maddie is not only an outstanding deputy, she is also a dedicated, highly experienced and excellent Afrikaans
teacher.
Even the weakest and most hopeless learners in Afrikaans passed Afrikaans on Maddie’s watch.
I suspect Maddie’s mantra of ‘I will die before I see one of my children fail’ spurred them on.
I strongly suspect that they feared for their own lives too if they did not do everything Maddie instructed them
to do in order to pass.
Go onto any of our Facebook or alumni pages and you will see numerous mentions of Ms Brummer- all positive,
admiring and fond.
Past learners reminisce about the term they coined for when Ms Brummer was on a mission to address the
misdemeanours of one of her ‘lovies’ or ‘liefies’.
You would often hear the phrase ‘Hey dude you are going to be well and truly Brummered!’
More recently, learners parents and staff will never hear the dreaded word irregularity without experiencing a
shiver of fear.
Taking on the role of Chief Invigilator is a bit of a rite of passage in education.
Anyone who is serious about climbing the ladder has to live through this role –sometimes a few times!
It is a daunting responsibility and tiring, tedious, stressful.
It takes determination, tenacity and resilience and there are those rare individuals who don’t just see
running an exam centre as a glorified checklist; they see it as a task requiring 100 percent commitment and
unblemished integrity.
Such has it been for Ms Brummer and she has sustained this impeccable standard even in this ghastly year with
her precious lovies scattered across different venues and monitors watching her every move.
Mads you live just around the corner making it a tad difficult to truly escape us.
I know you are going to miss invigilation and the scintillating task of drawing up rosters so we will be sure to put
you on our list of reserves for when we are short of manpower.
Seriously, I cannot thank you enough for your time, commitment and professionalism.
The NSC exams are just the final point in a long haul of extremely important tasks that begin in Grade 11.
I and many others are going to miss your presence at Greenside – deeply.
How it has cheered me up and sustained me to see the candles burning in your office…incense too during some
really difficult times.
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continued... Maddie Brummer

Who is going to hospitalise the plants in my office, bringing them back from the dead at times?
I am even going to miss my office door flinging open and your rather worried countenance:
‘Hey Nick, I think I have got you into trouble with the GDE.They are on their way here now.
I flung Joe Soap*[ name changed to protect the identity of the owner!] out of the front gate and told him never
to come back’
And the GDE would come and chastise us both and we would inevitably collapse into hysterical giggles when
they departed.
Mads, we could write a book about the times and characters, exploits and escapades we have witnessed and
been a part of in our long careers.
I hope to visit you in your beautiful garden and I hope you will come and dig and plant and continue to work
your magic in the Greenside gardens.
I have valued your loyalty above all.
We pray and trust that we will be able to leave you in peace: you deserve a break from all this.
But we know that if there comes a time when we really need your advice, or one of our lovely young Afrikaans
teachers goes on maternity leave, that you will consider helping us out.
And that’s why if anyone ever doubted it all those years ago till today:
I am the bad cop. Maddie is the good cop: behind that steely exterior is a compassionate heart of gold.
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Letter from Maddie Brummer

Dear Ms Whyte, Mrs Naicker and all the Members of the SGB
Greenside High School is an exceptional school owing to the care and countless hours Ms Whyte, Mrs Naicker
and all the members of the SGB have dedicated year after year to the learners, staff, parents and general
upkeep of the school.
To begin with, the buildings are stunning and one just has to enter the campus to know that this is a school
people really love and care about.The school has excellent systems and procedures in place which makes it
an absolute pleasure for any new member of staff who joins the current professional and committed staff. Ms
Whyte spends a lot of time interviewing educators: this is an extremely valuable exercise to the school as a
whole. In my dealings with the GDE, Greenside High is a well-respected school and amongst the top three in
the district.
Parents, guardians, management and educators work together at Greenside High to ensure that learners reach
their full potential. Learners are generally very appreciative of this and they, in turn, are polite and committed
to the tasks set for them to do.
Personally I have loved teaching and working at Greenside High School and would like to thank you all for the
wonderful support I have received over the years from everyone I have had the pleasure of working with and/or
teaching.
In closing, I would like to wish you all a very successful 2021 and look forward to reading about your ongoing
achievements!
All my love
Maddie Brummer

Tribute from Mr Bouwer
An everlasting friendship!
My friend and colleague, Ms Brummer, joined Greenside High in the late 1980’s.
What a surprise to meet this vibrant, spiky haired, young lady at the time.
We clicked immediately and also taught in the same departments.
I remember clearly how we coached the 800m and 1500m athletes when we were still in the A-League, with Ms
Brummer chasing the athletes up and down the embankment.Then one of our senior athletes fell and knocked
some of his teeth out.Typical of Ms Brummer’s nature and compassion, we collected all the teeth and rushed
the athlete to a dentist, who saved the day as well as our athlete’s teeth.
Ms Brummer later became a Grade Head and she and Ms Whyte, our Principal, took a grade through their
paces.
Ms Brummer then left Greenside High and joined Damelin College [Concorde College], where she taught for a
couple of years and became the Director of Discipline.
In 2014, Ms Whyte lured Ms Brummer back to Greenside High and shortly thereafter Ms Brummer was
promoted to Deputy Principal.
Ms Brummer had a very successful career in education, but has now decided to resign as a new era in Garden
Design awaits her.
We shall miss her, but wish her all the very best in her new endeavours.
Carl Bouwer
Deputy Principal, admirer and friend.

“Don’t be dismayed at goodbyes. A farewell is necessary before you can meet again. And meeting again, after
moments or lifetimes, is certain for those who are friends.” -Richard Bach
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Jerusalema Dance Challenge at Greenside High School
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Tribute from Ms Sibande

Not long ago I was filled with pride and excitement to welcome one of my very own products as an educator to
the Zulu department.
Right from the first meeting of the year, Ms Maseko wowed me with her extraordinary courage and enthusiasm.
She looked and seemed so positive about everything and gave me the impression that she was here to stay and
being here was a dream come true. No wonder I remained emotionally disturbed for a very long time when I
learned that Miss Maseko was leaving Greenside.
However, I was comforted by the assurance that nothing was or had gone wrong. Where she is going is actually
her bigger passion than what she was doing at Greenside.
Thank you for being a symbol of freshness in our department.The children adored you, you respected us and
I'm sure every one of us here enjoyed your respect completely.
I enjoyed every communication and every interaction with you. Where there were mistakes, I wasn't unsettled
because I knew you were being perfected and are on your way to greatness.
I have always been Mama to you. From January to December, whether the communication was on WhatsApp,
Email, or in person. I have always been Ma.You were ever willing to assist and to sacrifice and to go that extra
mile.
You were a true TREASURE to us Ms Maseko and the loss of this treasure was felt by me instantly and deeply
when I heard you were leaving and I still feel it.
Farewell Miss Maseko and I wish you all the best that you wish for yourself.
God Bless You.
Ms Sibande
IsiZulu Department
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Letter from Thembi Maseko

Dear Ms Whyte and the Greenside Family,
About ten years ago there was a little girl. She had low self-esteem, didn’t like speaking (because she had a
slight stutter when she was nervous) and academically she was average. Having been picked on in primary
school, when she got to high school she decided that she would start on a clean slate (it wasn’t as easy as it
sounds).
For her, high school was nothing like ‘High School Musical’ had implied it would be, which was a bit
disappointing. She did, however, find that the grass was Greener on the other Side (I’m sorry I had to).
Greenside High School had the best of the best.The teachers there genuinely cared about her and they wanted
to bring out the potential she had but could not yet see.There was one specific teacher who went above and
beyond to dig the gold out of her: Mrs Hicks. She personally helped this young girl discover what her ‘genius’
was, ART.
I assume that we’re all on the same page by now: this young girl is me.Thembekile Lebogang Maseko. At the
time I didn’t know I needed it, but as soon as someone believed in me and pushed me to be my best, I had no
choice but to excel in every aspect of my life. I love that our school ensures that we’re all well rounded. By the
end of matric, your girl had played first team soccer and hockey, got full colours (and re-awards) for service and
dance and is currently on our ‘Wall of Fame’ for “Cultural Contribution Student of the Year”.To top it all off,
her academics game improved and she got her accepted by UCT and Wits. I say all this not to flex (brag), but
I hope that someone reading this who doesn’t think they have what it takes, gets encouraged. I had started my
journey thinking I was an average teenager, but Greenside had greater plans for me.
Our school is highly equipped.You get what you take from it. If you want to be great, you have the support you
need - but you must put in the work.You don’t have to be book smart, or be the most talented or the most
athletic. Just come with what is in your hand, work hard with the community that supports you and watch the
magic happen.
Before I get carried away and give an inspirational Ted Talk, I shall return to my main point.Towards the end of
this year I received a crazy opportunity to teach and head Dramatic Arts at St John’s Preparatory. I could never
have dreamed of being the same teacher Mrs Hicks is and continues to be for me, but now I get to try. Not
only that, but I leave even more equipped with the “entuuuuusiasm” of Mr Strauss, the heart of Ms Sibande,
the diligence of Ms van Niekerk, the hard work of Ms Ismail, the loyalty of Ms Mdluli, the swag and passion of Mr
Masombuka. All that nicely packaged and tied with the beautiful bow of Ms Whyte’s elegance and leadership.
My heart is so full. I have been loved and accepted by everyone. I am grateful to every single learner that I got
to teach.You have individually left a priceless mark on me. My LO classes were such a vibe.Thank you for the
honest conversations, thank you for sharing about yourselves and for the ‘Self-Cav’ we did once a month.To my
Zulu classes: thank you for the ideas, for inspiring me to think outside the box and for genuinely being engaged
in the lessons. I’ve learned so much from all of you.
Thank you to the Greenside family as a whole. For letting me in and making this place feel like home. I am
going to miss every single smile (yes, I saw it through the masks) and every moment shared with you.You will
always have my heart and I am truly thankful for you all.
I’ve got mad love for you fam.
Kind Regards,
Ms Thembi Maseko
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Message from Illonka Poole

Dear GHS
"It was the best of times, it was the age of wisdom , it was the age of foolishness,it was the epoch of
incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was spring of hope, it was the
winter of despair." - Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities.
This quote has never rang more true than this year. I joined in January and six weeks later, we isolated. I only
return to GHS in August, and one would comment that I never really experienced GHS. I beg to differ. Despite
the distance, i built strong relationships with my Grade 8s and 9s.They were stellar and took on the new
learning paths with enthusiasm. Grade 8s and 9s, you were the shining light in the season of darkness.To their
parents, I say thank you for being supportive, even though you must have shaken your head a few times.You
brought the hope as we navigated the epoch of incredulity. Lastly, to the A-M-A-Z-I-N-G Afrikaans Department
who worked tirelesly (also shaking your head at me a few times).You brought wisdom and the foolishness which
we need to dispel the despair. A special shout out to Mr Bouwer, Jean and Karen for making it the best of times.
Alicia, maaikie pinke promise. GHS is a special place with special people #ingreenwetrust.

Tribute from Mr Bouwer
The energetic Mrs Ilonka Poole joined Greenside High in the Afrikaans FAL Department in January 2020. With
her, she brought a whole new world of Online Classes and teaching.
Then came the Covid Pandemic and all of us as members of the Afrikaans Department learned very quickly
from Mrs Poole to enable us to teach our classes in all grades remotely.
Mrs Poole has left us with a whole new dynamic in our department and we will continue to work towards her
legacy and become proficient in the Online teaching.
Mrs Poole will be pursuing her passion and join an Online School in 2021.
We wish you well in your future and thank you for all you did for us, Mrs Poole.
Carl Bouwer
Deputy Principal & Subject Head: Afrikaans FAL
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Message from Jean Erasmus

It is with sadness that I sit down to write this farewell to the Greenside Family. It has been my home for 8 years.
I am going to miss so many aspects of life at Greenside High.The highlight of every day was the time spent in
class with my learners. Every learner who has passed through my class has left an indelible print on my life.
Thank you to you all for making my time spent with you so special and memorable.
The past couple of years have been challenging for a number of reasons. My family and I decided in June this
year that it is in the best interests of my family that I leave Greenside High School. It was a very difficult
decision to make as I have loved teaching at the school and have enormous respect for Ms Whyte. I would like
to take this opportunity to extend my gratitude and thanks to my colleagues for their work and support. In
particular I would like to thank Ms Whyte, Ms Brummer and Ms Helfer for their unfailing support for me and
my family. I wish Greenside well with all future endeavors.
I feel comfortable that the Physical Science department will grow from strength to strength in the safe hands of
Mr Shipton. As I have told my learners, I may no longer be at Greenside but I am only one call away.Thank you
Greenside for all the wonderful memories.

Tribute from Christina O’Reilly
Although Ms. Erasmus is leaving, we have become close friends over the years and will still see a lot of each
other. I will miss her presence at school and the wonderful colleague she has been. I fully support her decision,
as it will give her the time she so desperately needs with her family. Jean, you will be sorely missed at school and
we love you dearly.

Tribute from Bernice Mellet
“Jeanius”: friend, colleague and mentor. So aptly named, our genius of the Sciences Department. She always
has a willing ear and mentors and assists wherever she can. There is still so much that we all could learn from
her. She leads with kindness, mentors with knowledge and cares for all her department members like a friend.
She has been a pillar to me and so many other teachers. All will dearly miss her and we would like to wish
her all the best in her future endeavours. She leaves some big shoes to fill, and we will be lucky to get another
Subject Head half as great as Jean is.

