
The Class of 2025 was formally welcomed to GHS in February this year. 
They spent a few days at an orientation and will be known as the ACES.
The Ace is known as the ‘highest’ card in the deck and thus it represents 'high-
quality and excellence'.The Spade represents a leaf of the “cosmic” tree, which 
in turn represents life. It symbolises Intellect, Action, Truth and Air.
The Ace of Spades is one of the oldest symbols for Transformation and 
Rebirth. It is the card that represents the hidden truth that lies behind the veil 
of illusion.
The original function behind the deck of playing cards was that they 
symbolised the weeks in a year. 52 cards, 52 weeks in a year. The four suits, 
Hearts, Clubs, Diamonds and Spades represented the four seasons in a year; 
and the two colours, Red and Black, represented day and night.
Just as each card in a deck has a special role to play, each learner must walk 
the road to discover what special role they play at Greenside High School, and 
ultimately in life. Each learner will be known as an ace, meaning “a person who 
excels”.The class of 2025 will stand as the group of Growth and Excellence. 
We aspire for intellectual excellence. We stand for truth in illusion.
We strive for action towards transformation. We are the Class of
2025. We are Aces.
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“When you change your thoughts, remember to 
also change your world.”—Norman Vincent Peale

Dear Students and Parents,

Welcome to the start of the 2021 
academic year at Greenside High School. 

We hope that if you managed to get away 
this Summer you had an enjoyable and 
memorable holiday. We also appreciate 
that many of our families spent the 
holidays at home and we hope that 
you managed to make the best of what 
Johannesburg has to offer.

                                      Introducing the Grade 8s of 2021

                                 Highlights from the Orientation Days
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Grade 10 CampMessage from Ms N Whyte [Principal]

Hello All and welcome back to school after a very protracted period! It’s wonderful to see our staff, children 
and parents – even in these persistently difficult and precarious times.

I know I do not speak for myself when I say that our fears, like the virus, are at a peak and this is largely 
due to the fact that it is likely that everyone of us now knows first-hand of loss: loss of colleagues, friends, 
acquaintances. I wish you the daily courage to face these fears and I wish you faith and strength in everything 
that lies before you. We need to stay as optimistic as possible.

At the end of last year we introduced a leitmotif [which means a recurring theme] in the form of a quote from 
French philosopher and writer Molière.

“I trust that we will overcome and that we will again experience glorious days. A lot rests in hope - as 
captured so eloquently in the following quotes:

 “Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul – and sings the tunes without the words – 
and never stops at all.” - Emily Dickinson, Poet

“Hope begins in the dark. The stubborn hope that if you just show up and try to do the right thing, the 
dawn will come. You wait and watch and work: you don’t give up” – Anne Lamott, Novelist

Don’t lose hope
Show up
Try to do the right thing
Work
Don’t give up

In the year 2020 everyone craved inspiration. Many people found inspiration in the form of what 
became the most famous poem of the year 2020. The poem’s simplicity and sincere sentiment became 
a beacon of hope. It is written by a former teacher and hospital chaplain. The poem has become 
iconic: Oprah Winfrey and many many other celebrities have read it. It has been set to music. It is has 
been made into a children’s story book. 
 

           Continued on the next page.
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Grade 10 CampMessage from Ms N Whyte [Principal]

The Poem is entitled

AND THE PEOPLE STAYED AT HOME [written by Kathleen O’ Meara]

And the people stayed home.
And read books and listened and rested and exercised,

And made art and played games,
and learned new ways of being and were still.

And listened more deeply
Some meditated, some prayed, some danced.

Some met their shadows.
And the people began to think differently

And the people healed.
And in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous mindless and heartless

ways the earth began to heal.

And when the danger passed and the people joined together again
they grieved their losses, and made new choices,

and dreamed new images
and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully.

Continuation

New Staff 

We welcome the following members of staff to Greenside High School:

Ms Grobbelaar and Ms Buys join our The Afrikaans Department.

               Ms Grobbelaar                          Ms Buys
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Grade 10 CampNew Staff
We are delighted to have two of our ex-learners join us: Ms Schwenke in the Mathematics and Business Studies 
Departments and Ms Chioreka in the IsiZulu and Life Orientation Departments.

               Ms Schwenke                         Ms Chioreka

The English Department welcomes Ms Dockrat and Ms Frandsen.

                  Ms Dockrat                         Ms Frandsen
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Grade 10 CampNew Staff
Returning to Greenside High School to head the Physical Sciences Department is Mr Shipton.
Ms Dikhethe joins us to teach Physical Sciences and Natural Sciences.

                 Mr Shipton                          Ms Dikhethe

We wish our new staff strength and fulfilment in their careers at Greenside High School.  Greenside also 
happily welcomes some much needed manpower to the administrative department:

Ms Fazila Essack has been appointed as our admissions and exemptions officer.

Ms Tansuri Naicker has been appointed as an administrator and accounts clerk.

Ms Felicity Tshabalala can be found in our beautiful Media Centre performing her duties in her role of assistant 
librarian.

Congratulations to Mr Shezi

We are delighted to congratulate Mr and Mrs Shezi on the birth of their daughter, Sukelihle. May you have a 
lifetime of good days ahead of you.

Tribute to Janet Unterslak

Truly outstanding teachers are few and far between. Fifteen years ago, Greenside High School was lucky enough 
to snap up someone who falls into this precise category of outstanding teacher. Janet Unterslak not only 
brought thirty years of experience to the school, she also brought commitment, enthusiasm and dedication. 
If you have ever received, or aspired to receive, the Service to the School award, know that you have Janet 
Unterslak to thank. If there is anyone who epitomises the name of the award, Janet Unterslak is it. 

She is committed to education, enthusiastic about teaching and dedicated to Greenside. One did not have 
to look very far to see evidence of this dedication as she participated in netball, basketball, and hers was the 
mellifluous voice at all the galas and athletics meets. 

She gave tirelessly to the cultural arena by organising public speaking and debating, and she singlehandedly 
started UN debating as an extra mural activity. The UN debating team excelled because of her unwavering 
devotion. She also gave her time and experience to the drama society, the plays’ festival and revue, and she 
supported RAPS and EADS. 
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Grade 10 CampTribute to Janet Unterslak

In addition, she was instrumental in preparing learners for the Moot Court and the annual English Olympiad. 

She went with learners to the Highveld Festival and organised transport and accommodation and took learners 
to the Grahamstown Festival during her holidays. 

She lent a deft hand to the editing and assembling of the annual magazine and monthly newsletter. 

In 2007, she was appointed Head of the English Department. It was a role she took very seriously. Part of her 
duties as HOD was the English book room which, as anyone will testify, is no easy task. She spent weekends and 
countless evenings receiving, covering, and stamping books, not to mention spending many free periods tidying 
and organising the books, and issuing them to the English Department. 

Her influence was felt beyond the school because she was regularly appointed as a Matric marker for the 
National Department of Education, working her way up from marker on all three English papers to chief marker 
for Paper 2 (Literature) and deputy chief marker for Paper 3 (Writing). She was also an examiner for both the 
Gauteng Department of Education and the National Department of Education. 

All of this invaluable experience was shared liberally with everyone and they reaped the benefits of it. She was 
generous with her time, she was generous with her knowledge and she was generous with her experience. She 
gave unstintingly of all of these three to anyone who asked. She was a mentor to new and experienced teachers 
alike and the thread of appreciation for this runs deep in teachers present and past. 

Her colleagues are not the only ones who appreciated her. Everyone across South Africa who has ever asked her 
a question and was fortunate enough to receive an impromptu lesson will never forget Janet Unterslak. I will 
never forget a group of learners asking her a question in the lobby of a theatre during the Grahamstown Festival 
and she did not hesitate to spring into a spontaneous lesson that generated an even bigger crowd of enthused 
learners. And who could forget her teaching Javis Lumu on the way to her car. She used her gift for teaching 
wherever she went. She used any and every occasion to connect with everyone.

We will cherish all the times we laughed together, cried together, learnt together, grew together and even 
marked together. It has been an honour and privilege to work with you. We are richer for the experience of 
having known you, bereft that our time as colleagues has come to an end, hopeful that all future endeavours will 
meet with well-deserved success.          -Monica Klco
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2021 Ammended School Calendar

“He is a wise man who does not grieve for the things which he has not, but rejoices for those which he has.” – 
Epictetus
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Grade 10 CampMatric Class of 2020

Tribute  - Ms WhyteHighlights : Matric 2018 Results
 Top Performing Learner : 8 

Distinctions

Muhammad Goolam

Raza Muhammad Farhaan Matwadia Kirti Patel

Top Performing Learners : 7 Distinctions

Yaaseen Hassim

Overview of Results

We are extremely proud of our Matric Class of 2020, who despite all 
the challenges they faced last year have triumphed with excellent 
results and upheld Greenside High’s record of academic excellence. 
Of our194 Matrics we have 97% qualifying for tertiary studies, a 99.5% 
pass rate and over 210 distinctions. 
Our top learner, Muhammed Goolam, achieved 8 distinctions, one of 
which was for Mathematics for which he received a mark of 100%, 
and 99% for Advanced Programme Mathematics. Other learners who 
deserve specific mention are: 
Raza Muhammad, Farhaan Matwadia, Kirti Patel and Yaseen Hassim 
with 7 distinctions. 
Evangelia Stratis, Moosa Osman and Bibi Patel with 6 distinctions, and,
Muhammad Cassim, Christy Mkhari and Zaheer Sooliman with 5 
distinctions.
We hope the future of our learners is bright and filled with 
opportunity. Good luck Class of 2020!

Muhammed Goolam
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Muhammad Goolam

Evangelia Stratis Moosa Osman Bibi Moosa

Top Performing Learners : 6 Distinctions

Muhammad Goolam

Muhammad Cassim Christy Mkhari Zaheer Sooliman

Top Performing Learners : 5 Distinctions
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Grade 10 CampNotice Of Nomination And Election Meetings For Nine [9] Parent School Governing Body 
[SGB] Members

Please attend the meetings to nominate and elect NINE [9] parent members to serve on our School 
Governing Body.  The SGB decides policy and plans to improve our school and it is important to take part in the 
elections.  Parents/legal guardians of learners may nominate and vote for parent members of the SGB.
The nomination meeting will be held on WEDNESDAY 17 MARCH 2021 in the Greenside High School Hall 
from 18h30 to 19h00.
Nominations can be made in two ways:
1.   Before the nomination meeting: by completing the nomination form as the proposer and getting a 
seconder and the candidate [nominee] to accept and sign the form.  [Nomination forms may be obtained 
from the school secretary].  The form should be placed in the nomination box which will be kept in the school 
secretary’s office from seven days before, until twenty four hours before the election meeting. 
2.   At the nomination meeting: by proposing and completing the same form, as long as a parent seconds 
and the candidate signs accepting the nomination.
The election meeting will be held after the nomination meeting, on the same day in the same place and will 
start at 19h00 and end when all voters present have voted.  The election meeting will be held only if more 
people are nominated than the nine parents to be elected for the School Governing Body. 
The election meeting needs a quorum of 15% of parents.
Two parents/legal guardians may vote per family. Please bring your ID, passport, or other legally accepted form 
of identification to the nomination and election meeting. 
Yours sincerely,

T. MEGOM
School Electoral Officer
Contact Number: Parktown High School for Girls 
[011] 593 5902


