
Greenside High School bade a heartfelt farewell to our beloved Principal, Ms Whyte, in April 2021. 
A person of great integrity, with a heart of gold, Ms Whyte was a loyal and dedicated member of the 
Greenside High community for 37 years. 

She started at Greenside in 1984 as an English teacher, and became Head of the English Department 
in 1990. Ms Whyte is a legend in the history of English education having achieved unrivalled results. She 
produced the top English learner in Gauteng in 1999, 2000 and 2003. She is remembered as a teacher 
who really cared for and developed confidence in those whom she taught.

Ms Whyte’s love of literature bestowed richness and meaning upon every occasion at the school. Her 
quotations from famous and popular poets alike are fondly remembered along with her dignified 
presence as she graced the stage, delivering meaningful messages with her distinctively powerful yet 
quiet demeanour. Who can forget the wisdom imparted by her references to T.S. Eliot when, at her 
farewell speech, she quoted the following lines from his ‘Four Quartets’: “What we call the beginning is 
often the end. And to make an end is to make a beginning. The end is where we start from.” Ms Whyte 
would certainly agree with Mark Twain’s comment that “It is noble to teach oneself, but still nobler to 
teach others”, and she taught through her empathetic application of literature to each situation.

In addition to her commitment as an English educator, Ms Whyte was Head of Cultural Activities and 
produced and directed plays every year. These were entered into the major inter-school plays’ festivals 
such as The Administrator’s Cup, RAPS, and EADS. Her many winning plays over the years led to the 
school’s outstanding reputation in Dramatic Arts.

Ms Whyte fulfilled the role of Grade Head for many years,being the custodian of learners from Grade 8 
to their Grade 12 year. She undertook this role with a characteristic combination of empathy and firm 
guidance.
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“Education is the most powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the world.”
     - Nelson Mandela

To all learners, parents, staff, SGB 
members and district officials, it is an 
honour and a privilege for Greenside High 
School to be issuing this newsletter.

In this newsletter, we warmly welcome 
you to 2022 and introduce you to our new 
Principal, Mr Strauss.

We also pay tribute to our former 
Principal, Ms Whyte.

                                          Tribute to Nicola Helen Whyte



PAGE 2Term 1: 2022 Newsletter

                                          Continuation - Tribute to Nicola Helen Whyte 
Her influence was felt beyond the school as she was a Gauteng Senior Certificate marker for 19 years. 
She was appointed as Gauteng Senior Certificate Examiner and Internal Moderator.

In 2004, Ms Whyte was appointed Deputy Principal, followed by a promotion to Principal in 2007. In her 
14 years as Principal, she revolutionised the school, bringing it to the status it has today of being one 
of the best public schools in South Africa. In her role as leader of the school, Ms Whyte was held in the 
highest esteem by learners, parents and colleagues. Her wise and supportive leadership encouraged 
countless colleagues and learners to realise their dreams and their potential, as no vision seemed too 
far-fetched for her to entertain. Her introduction of Advanced Programme English, which is primarily 
the domain of IEB schools, was just one example of her progressive leadership.

Ms Whyte’s legacy to Greenside High, established throughout her tenure and in all of her various roles, 
is a great love of the children who constitute the heart of the school. For her, all endeavours centred 
on promoting the well-being of our precious learners. For all that she gave, achieved and inspired, Ms 
Whyte’s legacy will always be treasured. 
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Grade 10 Camp                                                    Welcome to Craig Strauss 
On Friday 4 February, the Greenside High School community received the welcome news that Mr Strauss 
has been appointed our new Principal. Following a tense nine-month waiting period, the rousing applause in 
the staffroom and on the quad bore testimony to the relief and joy experienced by learners, educators and 
admin staff alike. Ms Whyte’s act was a hard one to follow, but there can be no more suitable successor than 
Mr Strauss, who patently shares her integrity as well as her passion for the precious cargo of Greenside High 
School – the learners. Mr Strauss is a consistently visible leader whose vibrant and enthusiastic presence makes 
him an obvious role model for learners and staff. 

Since Mr Strauss joined Greenside High School in 2015, his impact has been felt in several ways. As an educator, 
his lessons are dynamic and meticulously planned. He knows every one of his learners and is able to inspire 
children and extract the best from them - largely by modelling impeccable values and attitudes himself.
Mr Strauss is a charismatic and natural leader. In his first year at the school, he was appointed to a Grade Head 
position. He set a new benchmark in this role, re-inventing and perfecting systems for the benefit of the school. 
In 2017, he was promoted to Deputy Principal with one of his key responsibilities being Grade 8 Specialist. In 
ferrying the Grade 8s from primary to high school and ensuring their smooth transition into the Greenside 
family, his devotion yielded a culture of security, consistency, discipline and school pride.

Mr Strauss has also been responsible for the school's two leadership bodies - the Senior Leaders and the RCL 
[Representative Council of Learners). His work as a mentor here too attained unprecedented standards. 
Mr Strauss is passionate about self-development and learning everything one can to actualise one’s potential. 
He drives himself hard and delivers quality results in whatever tasks are assigned to him. This belief in the 
power of the individual to learn and grow has served as an inspiration to the young leaders whom he mentors.
In addition to his leadership portfolios, Mr Strauss has developed Ms Whyte’s legacy by playing a key role in 
sustaining the school's outstanding reputation in Dramatic Arts with his involvement in one act plays festivals 
and competitions such as RAPS, EADS and FEDA.

Mr Strauss’s resilience and ability to multitask were put to the strongest test in 2020 when the Covid-19 
pandemic struck our education system. He was assigned the immense task of heading up the Covid-19 safety 
and compliance committee, to which he applied his considerable organisational skills. Soon after this, he 
simultaneously assumed the equally large portfolio of Chief Invigilator, which he managed meticulously. His 
ability to make a range of disorderly tasks appear seamlessly under control is extraordinary. 

To our spirited and courageous new Principal, Mr Strauss: in the words of Walt Whitman, “Let your soul stand 
cool and composed before a million universes.” We wish you happiness and success on the road ahead. 


