
Amidst the many public holidays this term, there is one which speaks to a very important group of 
people who keep the school functioning at its best; a group of individuals who serve such an important 
function at our school; the workers. 

Workers' Day has been officially recognised and observed since the first democratic elections in 1994. 
Dated the 1st of May, the holiday serves both as a celebration of workers' rights and as a reminder 
of the critical role that the trade unions, the communist party and other labour organisations played 
during the fight against Apartheid and the struggle for better working conditions. This is especially 
significant since South Africa’s working class was amongst the most oppressed during Apartheid. 

The ground staff at our school always express a sense of pride in the work that they do from the 
cleaning and safe keeping of the campus, to the regular maintenance of the sporting grounds and 
setting up for various events, while never failing to keep a smile on their faces when greeted and 
always being available to help. Although a lot of their work is not seen first-hand, we all recognise and 
appreciate what they do behind the scenes. 
                                                                                                                                                     -Leruo Khaas
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Dear Parents, Learners and StaffDear Parents, Learners and Staff
It is the time when we reflect on the It is the time when we reflect on the 
term that has past, and start planning term that has past, and start planning 
for the new term to come.  We always for the new term to come.  We always 
feel a strong sense of appreciation feel a strong sense of appreciation 
and pride when we take a step back and pride when we take a step back 
to do this, and we are so grateful for to do this, and we are so grateful for 
another fantastic term at Greenside another fantastic term at Greenside 
High School.High School.
In this newsletter, we will take a look 
at all the amazing highlights that 
Greenside High School had on offer.

 Greenside Pays tribute to it's hardworking support staff  - Worker's Day 2022 Greenside Pays tribute to it's hardworking support staff  - Worker's Day 2022

“All labour that uplifts humanity has dignity and importance and “All labour that uplifts humanity has dignity and importance and 

should be undertaken with painstaking excellence” should be undertaken with painstaking excellence” - - Martin Martin Luther King Jr.Luther King Jr.      
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Grade 10 CampGrade 10 CampFreeday Day Celebrations at Greenside High SchoolFreeday Day Celebrations at Greenside High School
The Group Areas Act was established in 1950 by the Apartheid government, physically separating the nation by 
allocating areas to different race groups residing in South Africa. 

In Gauteng, black people were sent to Soweto, coloured people were sent to Eldorado Park and Indians were 
sent to Lenasia. People who lived in areas not designated to their race, would be forcibly removed and relocated 
to an area that was set aside for the people of their respective races - most of the time, this was done through 
violence and with the use of weapons. 

Today, we look back and take a moment to honour the day when democracy prevailed, making way for the 
freedom that we celebrate today. 

On the 27th of April 1994, South Africa held its first democratic elections when everyone, regardless of their 
race, could vote for the political party of their choice. This moment was significant as it marked an end to years 
of colonialism and segregation. It was the moment that changed the path of South African history, after long 
and tension-ridden negotiations between various parties. 

On this day, the newly adopted South African flag was hoisted for the very first time - replacing the previous 
flag that symbolised the Apartheid regime. 
The national flag was designed by a former South African State Herald, Mr Fred Brownell. The design and 
colours are a synopsis of principal elements of the country's history. Individual colours, or colour combinations, 
represent different meanings for different people and therefore no universal symbolism should be attached to 
any of the colours. The central design of the flag, beginning at the flagpost in a 'V' form and flowing into a single 
horizontal band to the outer edge of the fly, can be interpreted as the convergence of diverse elements within 
South African society; taking the road ahead in unity. 
The theme of convergence and unity ties in with the motto of the previous South African Coat of Arms - Unity 
is Strength .

Even though there were threats of political violence, the 1994 elections were peaceful and were held in a festive 
atmosphere. The African National Congress won the elections which resulted in Nelson Mandela becoming the 
first democratically elected President of the country. 

We should always recognise the struggle icons such as Oliver Tambo, Steve Biko, Lilian Ngoyi, Mahatma Ghandi, 
Albertina Sisulu, Helen Suzman, Solomon Mahlangu, Helen Joseph and Winnie Mandela. Let us also not forget 
the image of Mbuyisa Makhubo carrying Hector Pieterson who was shot during the Soweto uprising, and the 
man who was behind the camera Sam Nzima who captured the photograph that was published in newspapers 
around the world raising awareness about the harshness of Apartheid. 
All these people are the heroes of our nation and they should never be forgotten as they risked their own lives 
to ensure that we live in our democratic state today. We are because they were; I am because we are.
Thank you.
                                                                                                                                                       - Ofentse Mataboge
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Grade 10 CampGrade 10 CampGreenside High's Very Own ChoirGreenside High's Very Own Choir
/
The Greenside High School choir has had an eventful second term with three successful performances. 

On 7 April 2022, the choir performed at the Nelson Mandela Square in Sandton to launch the African 
Presidential Leadership’s Be Healthy Stay Healthy campaign. The Public Service campaign promotes the 
importance of healthy living as the world faces the COVID-19 pandemic. 

On 26 April 2022, the Ambassador for the African Presidential Leadership Center, Mr Stith, joined the school in  
celebration of Freedom Day to thank the choir for their contribution to this campaign. The choir performed as 
part of the celebration and to thank Mr Stith for the APLCs donation. 

The choir also performed on 23 April 2022 at The Greenside High School Open Day. 

The learners are positive that after such successful performances the choir will grow stronger and larger 
throughout the year. 

Auditions for the 2022/2023 choir will take place on Tuesday, 31 May 2022 and Wednesday, 1 June 2022. For more 
information contact Mrs Nolte at jnolte@greensidehigh.co.za
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The Soul Whisperer Initiative (SWI) was launched on 5 May 2022, at 18h00, in the school hall. 
This was the first in a series of events forming part of the Soul Whisperer Initiative, which came about after 
many learners and parents raised concerns regarding their mental health. 
Members of the SWI were advised by councillors from the South African Depression and Anxiety Group 
(SADAG) on how to safeguard the mental health of Greenside High School learners. Consequently, we believe 
that we can, with the expertise, contacts, assistance and support of our parents, aid our school community in 
acquiring the tools necessary to create a safe space for healing, improving and maintaining positive mental 
health. 
In light of the above we are launching four campaigns to aid our learners in dealing with some of the challenges 
they face:
1. TAG talks, in grade groups, on the prevention of bullying 

2. SADAG (South African Depression and Anxiety Group) training for teachers, parents/guardians/
caregivers, and learners, respectively, as follows:
 
Parent information meeting including a Q&A session:  
o 5 May 2022 at 18h00 in the school hall 

Teacher training (on how to best help the leaners):
o 8 April 2022

Learner training with each administration class: 
o         During school time. Each class will be allocated an 80-minute slot with SADAG councillors on coping 
mechanisms in turbulent times. 

Contact a SADAG Counsellor Between 8am-8pm Monday To Sunday,
o Call: 011 234 4837 / Fax Number: 011 234 8182

 For a Suicidal Emergency Contact  0800 567 567
 24hr Helpline 0800 456 789

3. Poster Competition Topics
- Greenside High Stands Together Against Bullying
- Mental Health – A Priority
- A Random Act of Kindness Every Day

4. Mentorship
A pilot programme of two small mentorship groups will meet once a week, for a period of six weeks, with a 
trained member of the teaching staff.

                                                                                                                                                               - Annelize Hicks 

Advert
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     Rugby - Mayoral Cup      Rugby - Mayoral Cup 

Greenside high school was invited to the Joburg Mayoral Cup 
which was held at the Marks Park on the 23rd to the 24th of 
April, 2022. 

This event was hosted in partnership with the Gauteng 
Department of Education and Sports, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation to promote regular sport participation amongst 
the city’s youth. 
This initiative is aimed towards providing ideal opportunities 
to create and enable a safe and gender-neutral sporting 
culture. The GDE is attempting to create social cohesion and 
sports development for all.
Various sporting codes were introduced and promoted. 
These being JHB, North, East, Central, South and West.  
Sporting codes that were on display through the talented 
young boys and girls were mainly: Rugby, Netball, Cricket, 
Volleyball and Soccer.

Our school demonstrated team spirit and attended to each 
sporting code with vigour and courage. 

This was evident in the way our athletes played against the 
following schools: Almont 1 High School vs Greenside Girls 
U/16 
Queens High School vs Greenside Girls U/16
Almont 2 High school vs Greenside Girls U/16
Our girls dominated all their opponents winning each rugby 
game played. 

This was such an achievement as they are now the 2022 
Joburg Mayoral Cup Rugby Champions. 

We would like to express how proud we are of our U/16 girls 
rugby team. 
Our boys took part in the same tournament. They came in 
4th overall. 
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Grade 10 CampGrade 10 CampGreenside High School learners assisting with water for our community runnersGreenside High School learners assisting with water for our community runners

Initiative by Ms Tedder and Ms FransdenInitiative by Ms Tedder and Ms Fransden

A group of Greensiders were up 
bright and early to help Pirates 
running club with a water table 
for their 21km half marathon.

 Team Greenside did a great job of 
helping and cheering the runners 
on.

The Geography Club - River Clean Up - ParkhurstThe Geography Club - River Clean Up - Parkhurst
The Geography Club gave up their time to do a river clean up in Parkhurst.

It was certainly a lot of hardwork, but also extremely rewarding.

This was the club's contribution to Earth day.



PAGE 9Term 2: 2022 NewsletterTerm 2: 2022 Newsletter

Grade 10 CampGrade 10 CampAdvertisementAdvertisement

Hermers of RosebankHermers of Rosebank


